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| Gentlemen, ; 


Hobel many Servants in their 

| = Minority through the Care of good 

Parents or Relations, have had a 

W right Education in a private Way 
yet the Benefits of this Kind, have been won- 

derfully extended by the Liberality of Perſons, 


who commiſerating the Caſe of Children not 


ſo well taken Care of, have ſupplied this De- 
fect by conſtituting and maintaining fo many 
Seminaries for teaching em, that it is not 
di Neule to Ser Admittance for ſuch as want to 

A'S Wear 


A DEDICATION 


wear the Livery of Charity, and together 
wwith' ſome preparatory Qualifications for Bu- 
finejs, learn ibe Rudiments of Religion. That 
theſe might not want farther means of. Inſtruc- 
tion at they proceed, and are placed out into 
be World, I have prepared this little manual 
of moral Duties ſuitable to their more ad- 
vanced Age, and Conditionof Life, to be grafted 
their Beginnings in ſuch a Manner, - as to 
be a Continuation: of the firſt Deſign. And in 
order to make it the more ſucceſsful, I apply 
my ſelf to you, Gentlemen, who are at the Head 
of thoſe Funds of Charity before mentior'd, 
and with great Wiſdom and Application. ma- 
nage that- honourable Truſt repofed in you by 
the Contributors, hoping for your Conntenance, 
and under your Authority to be introduced to 
more Notice than otherwiſe I could expect. 
What I plead is, that my Deſign is akin to 
yours, that 1 attempt to water the Plants 
That you have cultivated and removed: And if 
yon accept me as a helper in this Mort, it ful- 
ly anſwers my Ambition, which is to be repu- 
ted a Promoter of your Schemes, which are a- 
* bove wanting a Defence or Commendation. 
"Their ſelf-evident Excellency has Pabliſhed 
"their Reputation and ſecured their Succeſs, 
De Rules I offer Juppofing a Foundation al- 
"read aid, and yours being the largeſt, my 
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ethers who have any Way prepared Youth for 
the Reception of em. Though ſome through 
their own Obſervation and 2 y may help 
the Barrenneſs of their Education, and im- 
prove under all Diſadvantages yet in the Way 
of Education the Mork is forwarded and made 
eaſier, drawn out to more Excellency, and 
attended with fewer Miſcarriages: And if 
by Endeavours of this Kind a greater Num- 
ber of honeſt and conſcientious Servants were 
diſperſed into Families that want em, or were 
always ready to ſupply the Vacancies of the In- 
corrigible, how undiſturbed and eaſy would the 
Order of fuch Families become ? and how ma- 
ny Benefits rejoice the Heads of them? The 
DifraBions and Damages occaſioned by dif- 
orderly Servants, and the Cares that encreaſe 
by the Addition of Hands that hurt inſtead of 
Helping their Superiors, may teach us how to 
value the means of rectifying corrupt Nature 
and guiding it in the Way of Duty. With 
Submiſſion therefore all Ae 3 to- 
wards this Point, are entituled to a Degree of 
Favour ; and the Weakneſs of theMeans in ſome 
Meaſure to be excuſed for the Excellency of 
the End: Which is the Caſe of your unknown 

and humble Servant. 
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| [EFSENDER this Title I propoſe 
Per to treat of ſome Moral and 
| RA © M Chriſtian Duties, in the Rela- 
SY tion they bear to the Office of 
- which, how mean ſoever it may 
be reputed, is capable of wine, adorr'd 
with the higheſt Virtues, and of meriting 
Honour by that Honeſty which originally 
| gave the Diſtinction and very. Name of 
Honour to ſuch as excelPd in any good 
Quality : For not he that has the higheſt, 
but he that acts his Part beſt (whatever it 
is) muſt be, preferable in the true Scale of 
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Merit. | | 
In ſome Senſe we are all Servants, as be- 
ing ſubject to ſome Powers that are over 
us; but I ſpeak only of domeſtick Ser- 
vitude, which muſt be undertaken, and 
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And whatſoever you do, do it heartily as to the 
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8 The Servants Calling. 


exerciſed upon the ſame Principles and 
Motives that tend to perfect every other 
Office and Relation in humane Life: viz. 
upon thoſe of Religion. And theſe ought 
to be ſtronger than any Conſideration be- 


_ ſides, overruling and directing all Views 


of Intereſt and Conyeniency. In the ſame 
Act Servants mult obey two Maſters, do- 


ing their Duty to Man upon a Principle 


of ſerving God; which Intention ſancti- 
fies every even the meaneſt Actions of 


their Place, and intitles em to a Reward 


and Bleſing from above, as much as to 
Wages from an carthly Maſter. Upon 


' this Foundation their Duty is built, and 


enforced in the Epiſtles of St. Paul and St. 
Peter. Servants, be obedient to them that are 


and Trembling, in Singleneſi of your Heart as 
unto Chriſt; not with Eye-Service as Men plea- 


 fers, but as. the Servants of Chriſt, doing the 


Will, of God from the Heart, with good Will, 
doing Service as to the Lord and not to Men, 
knowing that whatſoever good thing any Man 


doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whe- 
tber he be bond or free, Eph. vi. 7. &c. Ser- 


vants. obey in all Things Your Maſters. accor ding 
to the Fleſh, not with Eye-jervice as Men Plea- 
ſers, but in Singleneſs of Heart. fearing God. 


Lord 


The Servants Calling: 9 


Lord and not unto Men; knowing that of 
the Lord ye ſhall receive the Reward of the 
Inheritance „for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 
Col. iti. 22. Let as many Servants as are un- 
der the Yoke count their Maſters worthy of all. 
Honour, that the Name of God and his Doc- 
trine be not blaſphemed, 1 Tim. vt. 1. Ex- 
Hort Servants to be obedient to their own Ma- 
Here, and to pleaſe em well in all Things, not 
.. anſwering again, not purloining, but ſhewing 
© all good Fidelity, that they may adorn the. 
Doctrine of God in all Things, Titus ii. 9. 
Servants be ſubject td your Maſters, not only 
to the Good and Gentle, but alſo to the Frow-. 
ard, 1 Pet. ii. 18. All which Places preſup- 
poſe Faith in the Servant, and the Power of 
it upon his Practice; for otherwiſe twould 
be to no Purpoſe to derive one Duty from 
another; the lower due to Man, from the 
higher that is due to God, if that to God 
was not firſt fixed in the Heart of him, 
that was to do both. _ 

Having therefore entertained Hop 
that Advice will not be loſt upon 5 5 AS 
are well prepared, I have been encoura- 
ged. to draw up the He wing Inſtru- 
n 

The F — of Servants. are a general 
Theme of Complaint. Some Families have 
been ruined, . made uneaſy, and 

* A 8 great 


10 The Servants Calling 


reat Sufferers by the Frauds and Falſhood, 
10 leneſs and Obſtinacy of their Servants. 
But better Things are expected from ſuch 
as are ſent out with Antidotes againſt a 
general Contagion, and have been ſeaſon'd 


early with Inſtruction: For ſuch muſt do 
a particular Violence to their own Minds, 
and ſtruggle with a ſtrong Remorſe be- 
fore they can depart from former Leſ- 


ſons of Duty. For which Reaſon the firſt 


Part of my Advice to them is, frequently 


to recollect what they, have been taught, 


to fix it in their Minds, and recur to it 
on all Occaſions, becauſe a good Chriſtian 
will ſtrive to do his Duty under every Re- 
tion: If a Servant, he will behave, as. 
one that muſt anſwer for his Behaviour, 
not only to Man but God, who, has de- 
clared it a Breach of Dury to himſelf, 


whenever Servants ſhall be wanting in their 


Obedience to earthly Maſters; and who 
has required em to obey ſuch in Singleneſs < 


of Heart, with Good-will doing Service as to 


tbe Lord. And he that ſets out with this 


Senſe of Duty, may promiſe himſelf a Bleſ- 


ſing upon all that he undertakes, and that 


God will be with him in the Execution 
of his Buſineſs, and make it Proſper in 
his Tanks. ai 
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The Servants Calling. 11 
In Servitude, which is a Subjection to 
the will of another, Difficulties may be 
expected by thoſe that muſt be ſubject 
not only to the Good and Gentle, but (as It 
may happen) even to the froward Maſters, 
who will ſometimes puniſh *em (though it 
be a hard Caſe) even for doing Well. Bur 
this is to ſupport 'em under it, that if 
they endure Grief, ſuffering wrong fully, and 
when they be buffeted for well doing take it 
patiently, this is thank-worthy, this is accepta- 
ble with God. Yet notwithſtanding ſuch 
Tryals may come; it more generally hap- 
pens that a Servant who is careful to dif- 
- charge a good Conſcience, will be valued 
even by bad Maſters; who finding their 
Advantage in ſuch a Servant, muſt for 
their own Sakes give the Preference to 
him, and be diſpoſed to ufe him wel}. 
In order therefore to leſſen Difficulties, 
and make themſelves more acceptable to 
God and Man, *tis abſolutely neceſſary 
that Servants ſhould be Chriſtians, not in 
Word and in Tongue only, but in Deed, 
and in Truth. Ws © 
I begin therefore with the fundamental 
Duties, principally expected from*em, and 
never to be diſpenſed with, viz. 
1. Humility of Mind, 
2. Fidelity co their Truſt. 


AG In 
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| In ſpeaking of Humility, I defire *em 
F to call to Mind that Part of their Cate- + 
| chiſm, where they ſay, they learn to be- 
q have themſelves lowly and reverently to all | 
| tbeir Betters. For this Lowlineſs is Hu- 
q mility included in the fifth Command. 
| | ment: Which though a Duty incumbent _ 
{ on all Ranks, and a leading Qualification | 
! to every Thing great and good is never- | 
i theleſs peculiarly neceſſary to a State of 
Subjection, and a Quality without which 
4 no one can be a good Servant: For Pride | 
1 and Subjection are as ill ſuited together, 1 
; as Pride and Poverty. Obedience can ne- 
} ver be natural, when the Mind is diffatis- | 


i Hed with its Circumſtances; and ſtretch- 
| ing beyond em: The Ambition of fuch | 
2 a one ſhould be to excel in the Duties of | 
[ his Place; and nothing is ſo likely to | 
I raiſe him higher as an humble demeanour | 
in this lower Poſt of Life; for it gives 
Willingneſs to his Motions, and that Wil- 
lingneſs a certain Grace to em, which is | 
taking with all Tempers. The Service is | 
doubled when the Mind ſerves as well as 
the Hands, and many Defects are over- 
0 look'd where this Willingneſs is obſerved; 
not but that Defects are beſt cured by it; | 
$ for none are fo capable of Improvement 


as the Humble, becauſe none are more diſ- 
| poſed 
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The Servants Calling 13 
poſed to ſee and acknowledge their Ig- 


norance, And this Habit of Mind invites. 
thoſe. that know better to inſtruct em, 
it being pleaſant to teach ſuch as are wil- 
ling to be taught. Whence thoſe that are 
raw and little uſeful in the beginning, 
ſhall quickly overtake the more experien- 
ced that are conceited and fanſy they know 
enough. For while theſe ſtand ſtill as im- 
patient to be taught more, the other pro- 
ceed and get before *em. Humility alſo 
begets Patience, which eaſes Mind and 
Body of much of the Burden of Servitude, 


and he that thinks his Maſter wiſer than 
himſelf, will the more patiently and chear- 


fully execute his Commands, and believe 
'em eaſier for believing *em reaſonable. 

| Whereas one that thinks himſelf wiſer 
than his Governour, and is therefore wed- 


ded to his own Way, offends where he 


ſhould pleaſe, and is forced to ſubmit a- 
gainſt his Will, performs his Office with 


_ regret, and ſo doubles the Weight of all 


his Burdens. Vet here it muſt be remark'd, 


that a Servant may conliftently with an 


humble Mind, nay and 1s bound in Con- 


 feience and as he would diſcharge the Dic- 
tates of an honeſt Mind, to enter his Pro- 
teſt when he is commanded-to do what is 
forbidden by another Command of higher 


Nature 
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14 The Servants Calling. 


Nature and Obligation; when he is com- 


manded to do Evil, and commit Sin: 
In which Caſe he muſt offend Man rather 
than God, obey the higheſt Command, run 
all Hazards and ſuffer any Hardſhips in 


"adhering to his Duty. But then this In- 


compliance may be managed with ſo great 
a Degree of Modeſty and Regard to the 


Character of a Maſter, and with ſuch a 


Meaſure of Patience under the Hardſhips 


thereby incurred, as may diſcover the Prin- 
| clple from whence it ſprings ; which diſ- 


coverd muſt recommend him even to the 
Power that perſecutes him, and at laſt re- 
concile it to him: For whatever Latitude 


a Maſter may allow himſelf in, he will find 


it neceſſary that his Servant fhould be re- 
ſtrained and have Integrity. Humilicy 


helps therefore in difficult Caſes; and in 


all others prevails, powerfully recommend- 
ing itſelf to the good Will and Aﬀecti- 


ons of ſuch as can diſcern their own Ad- 
vantage. Humility is moſt expected from 


a Servant, and therefore beſt becomes him, 


ſo that his Character entirely falls with- 
out it. And as no Perſons Fortunes de- 
pend more upon their Reputation than 


thoſe of Servants (who have generally lit- 
tle elſe to depend upon) it concerns them 
above others to raiſc and maintain a Cha- 


ractex 


—_— a PY 1 


%%% ¾ // ꝓä-U!... ¾ ] 1 7ĩ˙nr. ĩ˙²˙0p 


" 0 Wine Pt 5 
— r | DO D— ˙¹ Q We ˙ A BID nei Ao. N 
— — — — _ 


* 


The Servants Calling. 15 
rafter by Lowlineſs and Modeſty, which 
never fail in ſetting 'em off to Advan- | 
tage. As Humility in general conſiſts in 
not thinking more highly of ourſelves than 
we oughttothink, or as lowly as we ſhould | 
think; ſo Humility with reſpect to Ser- 
vants is a right Senſe of their Subjection, 
as the State of Life to which Providence 
has call'd 'em, for which it has fitted 'em, 
and is therefore (all Things conſider'd) 
beſt for em. They are to acknowledge the 
Authority that is over em, and the Right 
a Maſter, as ſuch, has to rule 'em: Which 
Senſe of their Subjection is the true Prin- 
ciple of their Obedience, diſpoſing em 
to it by a Motive ſtronger than that ß 
Gain, as affecting Conſcience, and as an 
act of Faith. Whence their Wills being 
in Submiſſion and made governable, it | 
prevents innumerable Diſorders which o- [ 
therwiſe would ariſe in the courſe of their + 3 1} 
Behaviour; for if we examine into the 
Cauſes that interrupt the Peace of Fa- 
milies, and the Order of em, *twill be 
found that Pride is at the Bottom ; for | | 
only by Pride cometh Conteniion, ſays Solo- | | Th 
mon: Tis the Parent of Self-will and Ob- [4 | 
ſtinacy, making Inferiors impatient of Re- 
ſtraint and Subjection, and giving the Spi: 
rit of Contradiction; fo that withdrawing |} | 
. their 1 
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16 The Servants Calling. | 


EF their Wills from due Submiſſion, they be- Je 
gin a Struggle for more Power; a Strug- * 
| gle that is unnatural, overturns the Order K 
g of Things, and miſplaces the Condition | G 
of each Party. For if the Servant is re- 1 
| ſolved to have his Will at all Hazards, |} in 
the Maſter cannot have his; ſo that in lie 
Effect the Servant becomes the Maſter, and ne 
all Things are out of Courſe. If the Ma- to 
ſter cannot ſubmit, and begins to contend e 
his Right with his Rival, and to make m 
him ſenſible of his Subjection, or Want of 1 
Right and Power to rule, he muſt expect ; V 
ERudeneſs in return; for Pride hardens the Pe 
Face, and heightens the Paſſions of an th 
Inferiour, eſpecially if before he has been 1 
much encouraged and indulged; for being to 
too much exalted by ſuch Encouragement, | tif 
and thinking it owing to himſelf whatever A 
he has received, cannot beartheDiſappoint- =@ Se 
ment, but raſhly bids Defiance and is deſ- ab 
perate, faying and doing every, Thing 4 
that may. proyoke; A: Behaviour; that of- Blue 
ten draws Severities upon himſelf that were | Cl 
not intended, and Repentance when *tis Wi 
too late. Such is the Nature and Ten- | ſel 
dency of this Pride, overturning Order | of 
and bringing in Confuſion wherever it ap- A 
pears. | Wherefore thoſe chat undertake fo int 
leryę, muſt, conſider what cis to be ſub- mma 

. 1 | Je Ct, 
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Jed, and how to reſtrain the Vanity of their 
Minds. Every Family bears a likeneſs to a 
Kingdom, for as a Family is a contracted 
_ Government, a Kingdom is an extended 
Family: Now as Pride breeds Rebellion 
in Kingdoms, it does the ſame in Fami- 
lies, and may be the Ruine of both, if 
not prevented; ſo that every Approach 
to it is to be watched, every cook of it 
extinguiſh'd as ſoon as viſible. And the 
miſchievous Tendency of this Vice, ſhews 
the Neceſſity of inculcating the oppoſite 

Virtue, which. preſeryes Order, and brings 
Peace wherever it prevails. Every Mo- 
tive is to be uſed, and every Argument, 
recurred to in order to breed a Reverence 
fo it, anda Reſolution to learn and prac- 
tiſe it. *Tis natural for Servants to deſire 
Advancement, and as Difficulties attend 
Servitude, much Ambition is moſt reafon-- 
able. Now certainly they have as good 
a Right to the Promiſe of He that bum 
bleth bimſelf ſhall be exalted, as any other 
Chriſtian; and therefore the higher they 
wiſhto riſe, the lower they muſt abaſe them- 
ſelves, that by God's Bleſſing in the Way 
of Providence they may attain their End. 
And as Obedience to Maſters is a Duty 
inferr'd from and included in the fr/# Com- 
mandment with * or the fifth, the 


Humble 


18 The Servants Calling. 

Humble and Obedient have a Right to that 
Promiſe and Encouragement from it. Be- 
ſides the Arguments that are in common, 


there are ſome peculiar and proper to hi- 
red Servants inclining them above others 


to humble Thoughts of themſelves, and to 
that Poſture of Mind which becomes their 


Station, | 
They ſhould conſider how very depen- 


dent they are ; that their Time, their Wills 


and Labours are at the diſpoſal of another, 


and Part of his Property, not to be with- 


held without Injuſtice; and that their For- 


tunes are ſo much at the Mercy of a 
Maſter, as to be liable to Ruine from what 
he may do to 'em, or ſay of em: They 
ſhould conſider the Hardſhips they have 
been born to and bred up in, the Neceſ- 


ſities and Meanneſs of their Kindred, and 


the Contempt (though unjuſt) they may 
meet with on this Account. They ſhould 


conſider likewiſe how ſoon they may loſe 
all means of their Subſiſtence, by Lame- 


neſs or Sickneſs; how ſoon a juſt, or un- 
juſt Accuſation may deprive 'em of all 


Credit, and exclude 'em every Family, 
and how much harder *tis for them than 


others to recover it, or live without it. 


They ſhould call to mind the many Ob- 
ligations they lie under to thoſe that have 
A | given 


Te S:rwants Calling. 19 
given em Educ tion, cloathed them with 
decent Habit, and introduced 'em into a 
Way of helping themſelves, and bettering 
their Condition: all which Reflections are 
proper to prevent Pride, and that Self- 


Exaltation which even the meaneſt are 


ready to run into, upon any Encourage- 
ment they meet with. And how much bet- 
ter is it for ſuch to think of theſe them- 
ſelves, and be humble, than to be put in 
Mind of 'em by others, when they be- 
gin to be proud and forget em? Even Mis- 


fortunes are beneficial and made a Bleſ- 


ſing, when they ſerve to humble the Mind. 
But beſides theſe Conſiderations, there 
may be ſomething in their Conduct con- 


ducing to this End, at leaſt by Way of 
Prevention, ſuch as Temperance in eat- 


ing and drinking, and Modeſty in Dreſs. 


Firſt as toTemperance *tis obſervable that 


thoſe that come from hard Fare to full Feed- 
ing, generally change their Tempers with 


their Diet: The Alteration of their Food 


gives 'em an encreaſe of Blood and Spi- 


rits; and that inflames the Mind, and ele- 


vates it too much; ſo that Pride and Ful- 
neſs of Bread commonly go together, and 


are mentioned by the Prophet Ezekiel, as 


Part of the Iniquity sf Sodom, xvi. 48. The 
ane as the Cauſe of the other : And agree- 


ably 
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ably to this tis aid, Deut. xxxii. 15. Je- 


ſburun waxed fat and kicked. Wherefore the 


more thoſe indulge themſelves in the Plen- 
ty they meet with by making the moſt of 
their Opportunities, the more they will feel 


the ill Effects of it in the Unrulineſs of 


their Paſſions. And as none are more apt 


to run into ſuch Exceſs than thoſe, who 


before had it not in their Power; ſo theſe 


above others ſhould guard againſt the Dan- 


ger, and with Reſolution reſift the Temp- 


tation for fear of theſe ill Effects. But ef- 


pecially they ſhould reſtrain themſelves 
from exceſſive Drinking; for nothing more 


exalts a Servant into a Maſter before his 


Time than this, it fires the Imagination, 


and gives ſuch a Strength to Fancy, that 
the Meaneſt are on a ſudden transformed 


into great Men, and grow as unruly as 


if they were ſo; it gives Boldneſs and Raſn- 


neſs, and ſuch a Contempt of their Supe- 


riours, as amounts to Phrenzy and even 


Madneſs: And if they are much addicted 
to this Vice, they are uncapable of ſerving, 
as being Maſters whenever they are in- 
toxicated. This is a Pride infuſed by 
their Intemperance, deſtructive of all Or- 
der, and attended with other miſchievous 


4 which ought to be con- 


ſidered by thoſe who under Pretence of 


| Hoſpi- 
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Hoſpitality promote it, and thoſe -who 
through Importunity or Greedineſs may 
comply with it. | 8 | 

Another Way of preventing the Pride | 
beforementioned, is a Modeſty in Dreſs : 
For one great Cauſe as well as Effect of | 
Pride in Servants is a Fondneſs of being 4 
fine, or a Deſire of appearing in a Habit 
above their Degree a Folly very frequent 
in female Servants, who think to recom- 


FP 


mend themſelves by ſuch an Outſide: the | 
immediate Effe& of which is, that their | 
Heads are turned with Self-Admiration, | | 
and fill'd with Notions of their Advance- (oj 
ment. For being cloathed above their E- | | 
quals, they think themſelves equal to their | 


Superiors, and begin to act accordingly; i 0 
that is, to do as they pleaſe, and to bear 
no Contradiction. To prevent which Va- 
nity, ſo inconſiſtent with their Station, and 
fo ridiculous in itſelf, they ſhould ſtrictly 
_ confine themſelves to the Habit of their 1 
Degree, and avoid all Oſtentation of Ap- | 
parel; for while they appear to be what 
they really are, they muſt know them- 
ſelves the better, know.their Duty and | 
their Diſtance, and act the Part that be- FI 
longs to them. Decency and Neatneſs are 3] AX 
ſufficient Ornaments for Seryants, and aal. 
ways beſt become 'em; and nothing can 1. 
| | more | 
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more expoſe em than the oppoſite Af- 
fectation: For how ill match'd are Ser- 
vitude and ſoft cloathing, and how pre- 
poſterous muſt it be for thoſe that have 
been cloathed by Contribution, (or per- 
haps had not been cloath'd at all) to tranſ- 
form themſelves on a ſuddain from a plain 
humble Dreſs into the Figure of the Mode, 
and all the Formalities of the Faſhion? 
what can render them more deſpiſed, or 
unfit for the Duties of their Place? 
l am ſenſible ſome Perſons thinking them- 
ſelves honour'd by the Habit of their Do- 
meſticks, expect that they ſhould dreſs up 
as much as poſſible, and are moſt plea- 
ſed when they are ſuperfine, aſſiſting *em 
with the Materials, which are often the 
rich Clothes that themſelves have worn: 
But certainly they are not aware of the 
Pride they inſtill into em by this Method, 
and how inſtrumental they are to thoſe In- 
conveniencies they afterwards complain of. 
For when Servants are thus outwardly un- 
diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe above 'em, and 
have ſome improper Titles given em, they 
are apt to forget the Diſtinction, and of 
_ Conſequence the Behaviour that becomes 
*em; and then *tis too late for thoſe that 
havecontributed to make *em vain tocom- 
Plain of their Vanity. To prevent which In- 
: N conveniencies, 
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conveniencies, ſome wiſe Governments 
have found it neceſſary to make Laws 


for reſtraining this Exceſs, by appointing a 


diſtin& Dreſs for Servants, whereby they 
might know themſelves, and be known by 
others; and nothing can ſupply the Want 


of ſuch Laws, but a voluntary Reforma- 


tion in Servants themſelves, by a greater 
Modeſty in their Dreſs, ſuited to their 


Degree and Buſineſs. And could they be 
made ſenſible of this certain Truth, that 
Humiliry of Behaviour more adorns em 
than any Advantages of Habit, and that 


what is proper is always moſt becoming, 


we might hope to ſee ſuch a Reformation 


without the Neceſſity of new Laws: But 
if they are overruled by thoſe they ſerve 


{as it may ſometimes happen) and are for- 
cedto make a Figure whether they will or 


not, let *em qualify ſuch Exceſs by as 
many Abatements as poſſible; let nothing 
appear from their Words or Actions that 
they value themſelves upon this Gaiety. 
Had they right Apprzhenſions of Things, 
they would be rather humbled aud mor- 
tified at it, as at the. Badge of their Ser- 
vitude and a Diſguiſe that is forced upon 


'em; They would eſteem their Clothes 


as Furniture and Equipage to others, or 


like the Habit of a Player that is to be laid 


 —*e_.. 
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alide when he does not act his Part: For 


where is the Advantage of having a Dreſs 
that cannot be maintained when they are 


diſplaced? It only makes em the more un- 


fit For the low Condition they muſt live in, 
and the low Company they muſt keep, 
when out of Service. If Pride is odiqus 
in Perſons of higheſt Rank and- Fortune, 


and defaces every Word and Action that 


diſcovers it; what Deformity muſt it 
give to the Words or Actions of Inferi- 
ours; and how far muſt it expoſe em? To 


be proud in ſpite of Want and Servitude, 


is an Aggravation of their Pride, and flows 
from great Malignity of Nature, and the 
8 Folly of Mind: What a noble 

ictory therefore is obtained when Perſons 
prone to it by Nature, or through. their 
own or others Indiſcretion led into it by 
Accident ſhall conquer themſelves, and by 


proper Reflections, good Conduct, and 


frequent Prayer ſubdue their Minds, and 


keep ? em down to their Condition? Hu- 


mility is ſo eſſential to à good Servant, 
inaſmuch as all Obedience flows from it, 


and is perfected hy it, that tis im 8 res 
to be ſuch without it. And unleſs a Ma- 


geen 


ſter is willing to change laces, and con- 


bien, He mut e himſelf with ſuch | a 
Servant; 
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Servant ; who is preferable to any other, 


valued as ſoon as known, and generally 


encouraged by thoſe that have him. And 
Humility is ſo confeſs'd a Perfection of a 
Servant, that in the cuſtomary Forms of 
Speech, Servant is ſeldom mention'd with- 
out it; for when any one would expreſs his 
Regard for, or recommend himſelf to a- 
nother, *tis under the Title of Humble 
Servant. And if an equal, or even Supe- 


riour, when he profeſles himſelf a Servant 
to another, fills up the Complement with 


the Addition of humble, as an Epithet 
inſeparable from it, ſaying he is his hum- 
ble Servant; of how good Inſtruction is it 
to all under Subjection, that they ſhould 
joyn Humility with Service, and be not 
only in Name and Profeſſion, but in Truth 
and Reality, humble Servants ? The 
2. Neceſſary Qualification of a Servant 


Fidelity to his Truſt, a Duty of che firſt 
Rank, eſſential to his Character, and for- 


18 


the want of which nothing can compenſate. 


But this being a particular Branch of Ju- 
ſtice, may beſt be learned by inquiring 

into the Nature of Juſtice itſelf; which is 
a Habit of the Will diſpoſing us to give 


every one his due. Render unto all their 


Dues, Rom. xiii. 2. Let each Man enjoy 


- his 
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'26 The Servants Calling. 
his Property, and what belongs to him. 
The moral Beauty of which Juſtice is re- 
preſented by the Divine Figure of one 
of-the Graces holding a Pair of Scales, 
whereby to meaſure or weigh out with 
Exactneſs this Right of others. And 
when every Man has his true Weight, 
and is left in Poſſeſſion of what belongs 
to him, Society is preſerved and made 
happy; for *tis Juſtice chiefly that ſup- 
ports Society, and keeps the political 
rame together. This is an obvious 
Truth, and there is no Man's Capacity fo 
mean, but what underſtands the Neceſſi- 
ty of ſuch a Diſtribution of Right, as is 


implied by the Scales of Juſtice; nor is 


there a Mind ſo perverted, as not to own _ 
the Goodneſs of this Equality: As ſocia- 
ble Creatures we expect and demand it, 
rejoice when *tis diſpens'd faithfully, com- 
plain and murmur when denied it. 
But notwithſtanding this general Love 
of Juſtice, and univerſal Agreement to it 
in Theory, the World abounds with In- 
ſtances of the higheſt Injuitice, and great- 
eſt Violations of Property. For Self In- 
tereſt or corrupt Selt-Love have forged 
falſe Weights to give a wrong Turn to the 
Balance, and make the Scale in which its 
Advantage lies preponderate, or weigh 
4 | down 
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down with great Inequality ; from which 
partial Dealing flow moſt of the Evils in 
human Life. To rectify this the moral 
and divine Laws have eſtabliſhed a Rule, 
which (if applied) is ſufficient to regulate 


the Biaſs of Self-Love, and reduce the 


Balance of Juſtice to its deſired Impar- 
tiality: And it is that golden Rule of 
doing to others what we would be content 
ſhould be done to us. Whatſeever ye would 
that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo 
to them. Whoſoever regards this Rule 
muſt in Virtue of it give every one his 


Due; becauſe theſame Reaſon upon which 


a Man demands his own Due, 1s applied 
by this Rule to every one with whom he 
tranſacts: For he makes it his own Caſe, 
conſiders what he himſelf would expect, 
and then does the ſame to another. He 


does no Injury becauſe he would receive 


none ; deals as he would be dealt with. 
In the Courſe of Things. there are often 
ſome dificult Caſes ro be adjuſted, in 
which the Actors (tho? well diſpaſed) do 


not preſently diſcover the Point of Equa- 
lity; but when in Reverence to this Rule, 


each Party abſtracts from his own Caſe, 


and views the Matter as in the Perſon and 
Right of another, conſidering what he 
ſhould expect were he that other, it pre- 

4. ſently 
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fently corrects the Biaſs on each Side, and 
unties the Difficulty in Diſpute ; ſo that 


J]iuſtice is diſtinguiſhed and ſecured. And cou 

thus having endeavoured to explain the Or 

; Notion of Juſtice in general, which con- hh... 
cerns every one, and is the moſt uſeful Co 
and glorious Quality that any one can be his 
endued with, I come to that particular tak 
Branch of it which regards a Truſt, and | Af 
concerns Servants more eſpecially, who by 


have an Obligation peculiar to em to act 4 
upon the ſtricteſt Juſtice, namely, that ari- _ * | ſtan 


ſing from the Nature of a Truſt: They | LO 
are truſted above others, and a Truſt is him 

fo ſacred a Thing, that it gives additional do 
Force to all the Rules of Juſtice. And tere 
what is ſaid with relation to ſpiritualTruſts tag 
by St. Paul, 1. Cor. iv. 2. Moreover in and 
Stewards it is required that a Man be found Th 
faithful, is as true of the other alſo; for EXF 

in Stewards, as ſuch, *tis required that a for 
Man be found faithful: in Stewards eſpe- | rhe; 
cially ; and the Reaſon is becauſe they | 1 
are moſt truſted, for all are to be faith- to c 
ful; but theſe above others, becauſe the kee 
| Nature of their Office is a Truſt. Every | SCA 
'\ RS Servant according to his Degree, and | hav 
Kind of his Buſineſs is a Steward, we- act 
ther called by that Name or not; for he | tho 
is entruſted, and therefore on that Ac- the. 
| . A Rig 
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count *tis reguired that he be found faithful, 


or more particularly on that Account. 
When a Man cannot attend to the whole 


Compaſs of his Affairs, and execute with 


his own Hands the Buſineſs he has under- 
taken, he contracts with others for their 


Aſſiſtance, who are to act in his ſtead, and 


by his Direction; who are not only to do 


What is commanded, but in every Circum- 
ſtance, and all the Manner of doing it, 
to conſider what the Maſter would do 
himſelf, were he to a& in Perſon, and to 


do the ſame: They are to conſult his In- 
tereſt, and manage to as much Advan- 


tage, becauſe they ſtand in his Room, 


and have taken upon them his Work. 


They are to conſider. alſo what they would 
expect, had they. deputed others to act 
for them, and to ſupply their room; and 


then to make the Meafure of what they 


would expect, the Rule of what they ought 
to do, doing 32 Servants what they would 


require as Maſters. / And were this. the 


Scale by which they acted, (and if they 
have any Conſcience they are bound to 


act by it) how uſeful would they prove to 


thoſe that truſted*em? They would be (as 
they are often termed) ſo many additional 


Right-hands to a Maſter, to eaſe him of 


his Cares, and defend him from Dilap- 
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pointments; to extend his Advantages, 
and add to his Proſperity. How hap- 
py was Potiphar when he mace Joſeph Over- 
feer of his Houſe, and put all that he had in 
Bis Hand? For he was ſo ſecure in his Fi- 
delity, and found fuch happy Effects of 
it in the Courſe of his Affairs, that 'tis 
ſaid again, that »e left all that he had in 
Joſeph? Hands, and knew not ought that he 
had, ſave the Bread which he did eat, Nor 
was he deceived in that Confidence, for 
Foſeph run all Hazards, and expoſed him- 
ſelf to the greateſt Miſeries, rather than 


betray or abuſe his Truſt, and ſuggeſts 


this as a Reaſon, faying, Bebold my Maſter 
dootteth not what is with me in the Houſe, and 
he hath committed all that he hath to mine 
Hand; how then can I do this great Wicked- 
meſs, and fin againft God? Which Faithful- 
neſs ſo far recommended him to the 
Searcher of Hearts, that out of the deep- 


eſt Affliction unjuſtly ſuffer'd, he exalted 
him to the higheſt Truft in Zgyp?; which 
he diſcharged with equal Sincerity, and 


ſtands to all Ages a glorious Example of 


. unſhaken Truth. And as the Nature of 
a Truſt puts it in the Power of the Perſon 


truſted to do great Good by an honeſt 
Diſcharge of it; ſo likewiſe it gives him 
an * of the more injuri- 


ous 
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ous by the Abuſe of it, for there is no 
guarding againſt one that is truſted : A- 
gainſt other Acts of Injuſtice ſome Defence 
may be made; we may provide Weapons 
againſt Robbers when abroad, lock and 
bar the Doors againſt a Thief when at 
home, we may deal with en 
in Commerce but when we truſt any one, 
ve thereby ſuppoſe him to be juſt, let him 
into our Houſe, and into our Affairs, from 
which Poſſeſſion of our Property we put 
the Means into his Hands of doing us 
Miſchief as well as good, and ſtill the more 
we truſt him, the more he has it in his 
Power to betray us. When Potiphar com- 
mitted all that he had to Joſeph's keeping, 
left all. that he had in his Hands, and knew 
»ot ovoht that be had, ſave the Bread which 
be did eat; how intirely was it in the Pow- 
er of ſuch a Servant to defraud and de- 
ceive his Maſter? For when once ſuch a 
one has gain'd Credit, and is believed to 
be true, he may be very falſe before he is 
ſuſpected: Under the Cover of this Con- 
fidence ſo placed i in him, with a tolerable 
Degree of Caution he may carry on the 
Deceit to the Ruin of him that truſts him. 
Now if a Servant proves thus faithleſs, and 
makes uſe of the Opportunities he has, the 
more effectually to betray and injure the 
B 4 Mater 
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Maſter that truſts him, he is guilty of In- 
Juſtice, with a peculiar Aggravation of it; 
he is not only unjuſt but treacherous z and 


there is no Word ſtrong enough to ex- 


preſs the Baſeneſs of ſuch Perfidy, and the 
Infamy that 1s due to it. Now Servants 
ought to be made ſenſible that every Act 
of Injuſtice in them 1s attended with this 
Circumſtance, viz. From the Truſt repoſed 
in them it becomes Treachery, which 1s 
the worſt Sort of Injuſtice they can be 
guilty of: Such as the mere Principles 
of Honour, (where Conſcience has no In- 
fluence) reſtrain Men from. Which Con- 
ſideration one would think ſufficient to 
imprint the higheſt Senſe of Juſtice on the 


Minds of thoſe that ſerve and poſſeſs em 
with an Abnorrence of ali Breach of Faith; 
not only in Thefts of a high Nature, but 


in every lower Degree of Injury whereby 


they hurt the Fortunes, or Reputation of 


thoſe that truſt **m: For even in the leaſt 
of theſe Degrees they are guilty of this 
Freachery. The Offenders in this laſt 
kind are the more numerous, who, be- 
cauſe they abſtain from Crimes that ex- 


poſe *em to the greater Penalties of the 


the Law, diſdain to be thought Diſhoneſt, 


though they commit Faults equally Inju- 


rious, and equivalent to Theft it ſelf. = 
| . | or 
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for Example, there are thoſe who will not 
break open a Lock, or rob a Maſter of 
his Money, who make no ſcruple to cheat 
him of his Time, either waſting it by Idle- 
neſs, or miſapplying it to their own Inven- 
tions; which is in effect defrauding him 
of ſo much Work as ought to have been 
done in that Time, and by Conſequence, 
of the Profit that would have thence a- 
riſen. Time therefore being as valuable 
in ſuch Caſes as Money it ſelf, tis as Pre- 
judicial to cheat a Maſter of his Time as 
of his Money; *tis much the fame, and in 
in ſome Caſes actually ſo; as in a Servant 
that is paid the Hire of the whole Day, 
when through Idleneſs or Abſence he has 
done the Duty of but halt: For he robs 
the Maſter of half the Money , having 
done nothing for it, and yet claiming it 
as his Right. ; 
Others alfo are injurious by doing their 

Buſineſs without due Care and neceſſa 
Application of Mind ; a Fault worſe than 
Idleneſs it ſelf, becauſe all the Time they 
are thus employed, they are doing Hurt, 
_ deſtroying inſtead of helping and promot- 
ing the Work they are upon, doing what 
muſt be undone, or done anew, to the 
great Loſs and Diſappointment of thoſe 
that employ em. In keeping Accounts, 
| T great. 
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. Sums have been loſt through OmiC- 
1 


ons in ſetting down Particulars, or Ne- 


gligence in caſting them up. How many 


Houſes have been robb'd or burnt, and 
how many Ships caſt away by the Heed- 


leſneſs or Forgetfulneſs of Servants ? The 
Damages of this kind are infinite. And 


there is ſcarce a Family but in ſome De- 


gree or other hath ſuffered in this Manner. 
To ſay they were undeſigned, does by no 
Means excuſe the Evils thus occaſioned, 
becauſe the Application of the Mind is 


as much a Duty in Servants as the Labour 
of the Hands; ſo that if the Mind is not 


upon Duty, attending and watching as it 
ought, the Will cannot be innocent, when 
Miſcarriages are ſo cauſed; the Damage 
is as great as if it were deſigned, and the 
Truſt as much violated. 


Another very common Fault in Ser- 


vants, and of which they ſeem not to 
have a right Senſe is Waſtfulneſs; for be- 
cauſe they do not enrich themſelves by it, 
as in Thefts, they either look upon it as 


no Crime, ora ſmall One to be overlook'd : 
Not conſidering how much others may 
be Loſers by the Waſte they commit, tho? 
they themſelves are no Gainers. "Tis rhe 


' fame Loſs to the Owner if his Goods are- 
| waſted, as if they were ſtollen; and *tis = 
Eaſe 
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Eaſe to him, while a Loſer, that another 
is no Gainer by that Loſs. The leſs a 
Servant has to gain by ſuch Injuſtice, the 
leſs Temptation he has to commit it. And 
therefore *tis an Aggravation of his Crime 
that he hurts another in what he does not 
Profit himſelf by: Doing Miſchief for Miſ- 
chief ſake, which is the worſt ſort of it can 
be done. To extenuate this 'tis often 
pleaded, that there can be no great Hurt 
done where a Man's Fortune is ſufficient to 
bear ſuch Waſte; which is not only pre- 
ſuming ſo far to diſpoſe of another's For- 
tune, but implies that the greater a Man's 
Fortune is, the greater Waſte may excuſa- 
bly be committed on it, and continued 
not only while he can bear it, but even 
till he can bear it no longer; of all which 
ſuch a one makes himſelf the Judge. But 
may not the ſame be ſaid for Thefts? It 
a Man's Eſtate can bear it, why may we 
not rob him of ſome Part of it? If what 
remains may ſufice, why may we not g 
Sharers with him? So that this Reaſon 
may excuſe Theft as well as Waſtfulneſs; 4 
and therefore can excuſe neither. 

Laſtly, Many Things are committed to 
the Cuſtody of Servants with reſpect to 
which if they prove falſe, *tis not caſie to 
detect them; as in the Stores and Provi- 
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ſions for a large Family, much of which 


may be given away without Leave, and 
ſome of the beſt of it conſum'd in a De- 
bauch, to the great Detriment of the Own- 
er who feels the increaſe of the Expence, 


and cannot account for the Cauſe of it. 
Hence Servants take Advantage the of- 


tener to tranſgreſs in it: And becauſe they 


eat and drink what they ſteal, make light 
of ſuch Robbery. I call it by that Name, 
becauſe there is no difference between the 


Money that buys, and the thing bought 
with that Money; and *tis equal to the 
Maſter whether you take his Money or 


his Goods; for he muſt buy more in their 
room, the Price of which had been ſaved 


if his Property had been ſecured. And 


what is it to the Loſer, that others make 


merry with the Loſs? In time, by ſuch. 
Courſes, they may make merry with his 
Ruine: Which ſpoils the Mirth on the 
other fide, and is very tragical to the 
Sufferer. Under the ſame Guilt muſt be 


concluded all that partake of, or con- 


nive at ſuch Imbezlements. The firſt are 
no better than Receivers of ſtollen Goods, 
and the laſt by not hindring when able, 


are Promoters of the Fraud. And like- 


wiſe with this Species of Injuſtice may be 
ranked thoſe Confederacies whereby a Ser- 


vant 


P 


0 


curious, in order to qual 
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vant agrees to pay a greater Price for 


Goods bought than he need, only that he 
may receive a Reward from the Seller, 


5 and a Preſent for his good Will, as the 


Term is. And what is this but ſtealing 
with more Art, and by the Help of a Di- 
ſtinction, which makes the Diſcovery more 


difficult, but the Fact not leſs injurious? This 
is the Sin of purloining. And thus having 
ſhewn ſome of thoſe Ways of Injuſtice that 


affect a Maſter in his Fortune, I come next 
to thoſe Injuries that affect him in his Re- 
putation, the tendereſt Point of all; in 
which the Damages are of a higher Na- 
ture, and harder to be repair'd. The 
Buſineſs of Servants within Doors, and 
their Attendance upon the Perſons whom 
they ſerve, give them many Opportunities 
of knowing their Affairs, hearing their pri- 
vate Converſation, and ſeeing their Con- 
duct at all Times: Of which they often 
make a bad Uſe; growing inquiſitive and 

if themſelves for 
Spies, and furmiſh Matter for Report. And 
as theſe are upon the Watch, it generally 


happens that their Superiours thinking 


themſelves ſafe, within their own Walls, 
and too much confiding in their Domeſ- 
ticks, are the leſs upon their Guard, and 
8 allow themſelves in Liberties, 

which 


38 De Jervants Calling. 


which, though innocent, are not a Sub- 
ject fit for every Converſation to be ac- 
uainted with, and to comment upon; 


but the Occaſion being thus offered, the 


Pleaſure of bearing Tales, and the En- 


couragement too much given to the Bear- 
er help the Publick to the Secret, *till 


the Scandal grows to its full Strength, 

many things are added by Miſtake, many 
by ill Will, and all believed without Proof, 

to the Diſadvantage of ſome innocent Per- 


ſon, who at the ſame Time ſubſiſts, and 


perhaps encourages his Betrayer, in whom 
he truſts. But ſuppoſing the Faults real 
that are thus expoſed to View, it cannot 
excuſe the Publiſher; who being a Servant 
is as much obliged to guard the Honour, 
as the Fortune of his Maſter. Every Man 
has a Right to Privacy within his own 
Doors, and the Secrets of a Family are 


as much a Truſt to all the Subjects of it, 


as Poſſeſſion of the Goods; ſo that to hold 


Correſpondence for the Diſcovery of Se- 


crets, is as bad as giving Intelligence how 
the Effects may be carried off. Cy. Domi- 
tius a Roman Tribune ſummon'd Prince 
Scaurus before the People's Tribunal; the 
Servant of Scaurus hearing it, goes to Do- 


mitius, and informs him, that if he want- 


ed Matter, he could furniſh him with ſuf- 


fcient 
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Heient for his Lord's Condemnation: 
Which Treachery Domitius rewarded by 


cutting off his Ears, ſealing up his Lips, 


and ſending him to his Maſter. An Act 
of true Roman Generoſity, fetting an Ex- 
ample how Servants ought to be uſed, 


that abuſe the Confidence placed in them 


to the Diſhonour and Deſtruction of their 


Maſters. There ſeems to be great Pro- 


priety in this Puniſhment; for the Ears 


that offended in hearkening to Secrets, 


and the Lips that were opened for the 


Diſcovery of them, have their proper 


Marks to deter others from the like 
Treachery. And if Servants that tell what 


they do know, ought thus to be diſtin- 


Sed. certainly thoſe that invent what 


they do not know, to the fame End, and 


that make the Falhood by which they 
defame their Maſter, ought never to be 
excuſed : Their Lips eſpecially ſhould be 
ſealed, or fewed up; and their Talents 
known for the Security of ſuch as other- 


wiſe might truft them. 


Again, there are ſome who transfer the 
Infamy of their own Actions, and all the 
Odium attending them, to the Account 
of their Maſters, by pretending their War- 


rant and Authority for the doing many 


Things unjuſt and diſhonourable, even 


contrary 
1 
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contrary to Order, whereby they may 5 
ſatisfy their own Avarice. For what is 3 55 
more common than for ſuch to exact, P. 
and extort Money on any trifling Pre- ſe 
tence from ſuch as are dependent, to ob- 8: 
ſtruct or make difficult the Payment of an 
juſt Debts, till a Conſiderat ion is privately 1 
made to them, to ſqueeze ſomething from de 
the Hireling, to defeat any Applications ha 
for Redreſs; and to miſlead the Judgments M 
of thoſe that truſt them into ſuch Errors j en 
as expoſe them to much Cenſure; which, 5 
had they been faithfully ſerved, they had * 
eſcaped, as ſuffering, not from their Wen m 
Greedineſs, but that of their Servants. ha 
When the Prophet Elba refuſed a Bop 
Reward from the Syrian whom he had ha 
cured of his Leproſy, he ſhewed ſuch diſ- UU 
Intereſted Goddneſs as ſuited to thoſe di- | - ma 
vine Powers, and that high Commiſſion 7 de 
he was entruſted with: And doubtleſs 7 pr 
Naaman departed from him with a juſt |} wt 
Reverence of his Character, and due Senſe "or 
of the Obligations he was under, made' . 
ſtill greater by the Manner in which he the 
was obliged. But when Gebazi the falſe wh 
Servant to the Prophet ran after the Sy- | 8 
rian to get the Reward for himſelf, pre- thi 
tending that his Maſter upon a certain oO. if 
caſion had now changed his Mind, and no 
| 5 was 
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was willing to accept it, what a different 
Turn did he give 20 the Honour of the 


Prophets Conduct, and how did he leſ- 


ſen him in a tender Point, in ſome Mea- 

fure diſcharging thoſe great Obligations, 
and abating the Glory that had been gain- 
ed? A Treachery that was puniſhed as it 


deſerved. Not unlike to this is the e- 


haviour of many Servants, who when their 


Maſters have been free of their Favours: 


endeavour ſome Way or other to make 


the Receivers ſenſible that they are to ex- 


preſs their Gratitude by a Bounty to them: 


in anſwering whoſe Expectations it often 
happens that their Maſters Favours are 
as chargeable to their Friends as if they 


had been ſold; ſo that the Kindneſs is 


ourtncn 22 the Oblioation ! leden'd by 


wASC AA 


ſuch a Cuſtom, which (though common) 
deprives the Gift, whatever 1t 1s, of its 


principal Grace, viz. the Freedom of it, 
which cannot therefore be to the Honour 
of the Giver, who ſhould ſecure this Point 


firſt, and ſo reward his own Servants that 


they may not have a Dependence elſe 
where, and expect it from others. I men- 
tion this, becauſe Servants are apt to 
think they have not Juſtice done them, 
if they are diſappointed, and are rude e- 


nough to at ſuch of their Maſters 
Friends 
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Friends as have not anſwered Expec- 


tation. 5 na 
We have learned many Parts of good bis 
Manners from a neighbouring Country, 
and in Time may learn this, v:z. To think th 
it diſhonourable to the Maſter, to reward „„ 
his Servants for him. Again, Servants ID 
who in Diſcharge of their Truſt would p08 
truly maintain the Honour of their Maſters, 0 
muſt take care firſt to ſecure ſome Repu- „„ 
tation to themſelves, by avoiding thoſe - pl 
Vices that are always Infamous; ſuch as 1 
Drunkenneſs, prophane Curſing and Swear- SS 
ing, Lewdneſs, and the like. For if they j' I! 
make themſelves thus ſcandalous, the  ' on 
Diſgrace will always ſpread farther than 1 - 
their own Character, and in ſome Degree 3 
affect the Family to which they belong. 0 
*Tv-31 be ſuppoſed good Order and Dil- | ke 
cipline, or good Example are wanting = tl 
where ſuch Vices are unpuniſhed: Twill be { = 
ſuppoſed the Maſter has not that juſt Ab- L Je 
horrence of them he ought, or that he is + © 
guilty of them himſelf, when he can en- E 7 
dure them in thoſe about him. This, I 3 
fay; will be the Concluſion of others, tho! d 
the Maſter himſelf may be innocent by be- * 
ing ignorant of theſe Diſorders; for it be:. I 

ing a natural Inference, it will be generally | c 
made to the Diſadvantage of him that | 


harbours. 3 


their Maſters or Miſtrefles, than when 


they uſurp upon their Authority, and get 


the Government out of their Hands. For 
three things the Earth is diſquieted, (ſays Solo- 
mon) and for four which it cannot bear. Prov. 
xxx. 21. And one of theſe Things is, a Ser- 
vant when he reigneth. Some Superiors are 
pleaſed to yield to the Management of 
their Servants, and reſign to the Impofi- 
tions, and even Tyranny of their Infe- 


riors; a Subjection which being moſt un- 


natural, reduces them to Contempt, and 
occaſions many Diſadvantagious Reflex- 
10ns. They are ſuppoſed to be weak in 
their Judgments, and to want Capacity 


to preſerve their own Character, or that 
they have made their Servants Confidents. 


to ſome of their unlawful Pleaſures, or un- 
juſt Actions, or ſecret Follies, whereby 
they lie at their Mercy as to a Diſcovery. 


And becauſe in theſe and ſuch like Caſes, 


tis uſual for Servants to get the Aſcen- 
dent and turn Governours ; theſe Caſes, 
true or falſe, are generally ſuſpected to be 
the Cauſe of ſuch a Power. So that the 
Infamy of them is applyed, and a Character 


formed upon the Suppoſition : The Maſ- 


ter is of no Significancy afterwards, but 


treateck 


. 
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harbours ſuch Offenders. But, laſtly, Ser- 
vants never leſs conſult the Honour of 
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treated with Neglect, and as one degrad- 


ed from his Station. Neither 1s it for the 


Reputation of a Servant to be thus out of 
his Place; ſo that if he regards his own, or 
his Maſter's Character he will conceal his 


Influence as much as poſſible, and manage 


with ſo much Decency and Moderation 


zàãlãs that his Government may not appear. 


And thus having ſhewn the Fidelity due 
from Servants to their Maſters, and the 


greater Force of it ariſing from the Na- 


ture of a Truſt, as it regards. the Goods, 
or the good Name of thoſe they ſerve; I 
can promiſe my ſelf Succeſs only with ſuch 
as are acted by a Deſire of knowing, and 
doing their Duty, and have at Heart a 
Senſe of Reputation and their real Inte- 


reſt; for otherwiſe Inſtruction: is quite loſt | 


upon them: ſo that I would be under- - 


| fſtoon 637 2s applying my ſelf to Minds 


= 1 


prepared for it, toſuch as na< learned the 


Elements of Chriſtian Knowledge, and 


would approve themſelves: to their chief 
Maſter and great Rewarder in a Life to 
come. And let theſe well weigh and con- 


fider the peculiar Dangers that attend 


Breach of Truſt, for if the Injury be in 
their Maſters Goods, how difficult is it for 
thoſe of low and little Fortunes to make 
Reſtitution for the wilful Waſte, or fre- 

* 5 quent 
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quent Feauds committed in Service; and 
that to perfect their Repentance *tis ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to reſtore whatever they 


have taken, and every Thing they have 


waſted, as far as *tis in their Power for 


the preſent, or ſhall be in their Power for 


the Future. The Owner, I confeſs, ma 
relax the Rigour of ſtrict Juſtice, and for- 
give as much of this Debt as he pleaſes; 


but probably it muſt be upon the free 
Confeſſion of the Offender, and Signs 


of Sincerity in his Repentance, which 
tho leſs than Reſtitution it ſelf is a very 
ſelf-denying Part, and ſufficient to deter 
one that conſiders it, from bringing him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of diſcharging it. 
And then with reſpect to the other 
Branch of Reſtitution for the Injuries done 


with what Confuſion of Face muſt the 


extenſive muſt a Confeſſion be to reacn 


before it can undo the ill Effects of it, 
and repair the Characters defaced? Which 
is another Circumſtance of Difficulty, 
and no ſmall one. Add to this, that 
Breach of Truſt is a Crime which throws 


ES. 
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to the good Name of a Maſter or Miſtreſs ; 


| guilty Back-biter unſay his own Words, 
and publiſh his own Shame? Nay, how 


| the Length and Compaſs of a Calumny, 


2 Perſon more out of the Benefit of Soci- 
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ety than any other, for 'tis too dangerous 


an Experiment, and Maſters know their 
Intereſt too well to put it a ſecond Time 
in aServant's Power to purloin from them, 
or deceive them. The loweſt Puniſh- 
ment for an unjuſt Servant is to be turn'd 
out of his Service; like the unjuſt Steward, 
he is to be 10 longer Steward. And then 
the ſame Reaſon why one will not truſt 
him, is as much a Reaſon to another, 
for no Body can be ſafe. And though in 


other Caſes Maſters are backward enough 


to diſcover the Faults of Servants to their 


Prejudice upon a Change of their Service; 


yet with reſpect to Breach of Truſt, all 
Men think themſelves bound in "SHER 


and Conſcience to tranſmit a true Charac- 


ter. The Conſequence of which is, that 


the Fault becomes publick, and the guil- 


Perſon excluded every Truſt and ex- 
poſed to all the Miſeries and Inconvent- 
encies that follow a ruined Reputation. 

And thus having endeavoured to in- 
culcate the two principal Duties required 
in Servants, VIZ. 

1. Humility of Mind; and, 

2. Fidelity to their ſeveral Truſts. 


- of: proceed to ſome other Duties that 
compleat the Character of a good Servant, 


which though included in, or to be in- 
ferred 


os oh As aa. 
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ferredfrom the two former Heads, need 


a more diſtinct Explication with relation 
to the Deſign I have undertaken: 


r - And - 
theſe are, 


I. Singleneſs of Heart, or Sincerity. 


2. Affection or good Will towards A” 


Maſter. 


3. Government of the Tongue. 
4. Sobriety. 


. Diligence. 


All which I ſhall ſpeak to only as rela- | 


wy to Servants, Sc. 


Of Singleneſs of Heart, or Sincerity: 

Which Dey" is oppoſed by St. Peter and 
St. Paul to Eye-ſervice, or mere outward 
Service, which is imperfect, becauſe it de- 


ceives: Not but that it ſometimes pleaſes, 


for Eye-Servants are called Men-pleaſers, 
Eph. vi. 6. As long as the Deceit laſts, 
and is undiſcovered, Men, wha ſee not 


the Heart, cannot preſently diſtinguiſh 
it from true Service; and are therefors 


pleaſed *till undeceived, which is ſome- 


times too late, ſo that Servants are often en- 


couraged by it, to impoſe upon the Cre- 
dulity of ſuch as the 


they get a Habit of Falſhood, and Lying, 
moſt dangerous to thole chat truſt them, 
and odious when found out. On which 


Account the lame Singleneſs of Heart, 
which 


y can miſlead, till 
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which is due to God, who cannot be de- 
ceived, is made a Duty to Man who is fo 
apt to be deceived. For *tis ſaid, Servants 
be obedient to them that are your Maſters ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, in Singleneſs of Heart, as 
unto Chriſt; knowing that whatſoever good thing 
a Man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free. If he fails of his Re- 
ward from Man, he is ſure of having it from 
God; andlikely to have it from both. For 
Sincerity will be ſeen in the good Effects 
of it; and who is there ſo inſenſible of his 
own Intereſtas notto prize aServant whoſe 
Word may be depended upon, and who 
will not tell a Lye to hide a Fault, or fave 
himſelf by it? The Judgment a Man is to 
make of his own Affairs, and his whole Con- 


duct depends upon true Intelligence, for ge 


muſt ſee and hear by the Means of others; 
ſo that if miſinform'd, he is miſled, and 
miſmanages to his Hurt, if not his Ruin, 
doing the very Reverſe to what he ſhould, 
1 would do upon a true Information. 
How happy therefore is it for a Maſter 
to be ſet right by the Sincerity of an up- 
right Servant, and to be told Truths, that 
otherwiſe, he could not come at? For by 
this Means he ſteers a right Courſe, and 
is ſafe. All dangerous Combinations are 


defeated, becauſe no one can be ſecure 
6 where 
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| where all do not hang rogether in ſuch 
' Deſigns. Beſides, no Servants are fo likely 
| to tranſgreſs as thoſe who can allow them- —@ | 

ſelves in a Lye: For hoping by the Hap- 
pineſs of their Invention to excuſe or con- 9 
ceal a Fault, they are the more encouraged 1 

| to commit it: Whereas the Offender who 4 
| is ſincere, and muſt plead guilty when accuſ- 
ed, will be the more unvilling to repeat the 
Crime he cannot cover; and of Cones equence 


is better guarded againſt Temptation. | 
Another Branch of this Sincerity, is | 
: Plain Dealing, as oppoſed to Hattery ; which þ 
| 


is a Vice that haunts the Dwellings of the 
_ Wealthy, and is pernicious to great Fa- 
milies, who are expoſed to it often by the | 
Encouragement they give it. For that |} 
Exceſs of Pride which ſometimes appears 
in the weaker Heads of ſome noble Fami- 
| lies, may be owing in a great Meaſure to 
the frequent Flatteries they meet with 
from their Domeſticks, who turn Advo- 
cates for the very Vices and Errors of their 
Maſters, defending every thing they do, 
and whatever they fay: A Deceit of the 
worſt Tendency, as confirming them in 
their Miſtakes, and giving Reputation to 
their Vices. And that Sentence under the 
Law, of, Curſed is he that maketh the Blind 
to go out iff bis Way, muſt be applied to 
| x C ſuch; 


9 
* = « 0 
« EE „7 ˙—— —— 
n q : 8 3 - * 2 * n * 
* BY og. — — A ˖˙ ' * * ' 
. 
© 


— — z — . — —— ee —- k OC Is 4 


FO The Servants Calling. 
ſuch; who in the worſt Senſe of that Sen- 
tence, make the Blind to go out of their Way, 
and even out of their Wits. This Inſin- 
cerity is ſometimes gainful, and ſo is Theft; 
and a Conſcientious Servant can no more 
flatter than cheat. If this Falſhood is found 
our, *ris deteſted. And as plain Dealing 
preſerves the Honour of a Superior, and 
3 to the Paths of Virtue and true 
Jlory, a Maſter in time becomes ſenſi- 
ble of it, and accordingly values that Ser- 
vant who to undecerve hun, even ventures 
his Difpleaſure, and prefers Duty before 
Gain. The next Duty ſomething akin to 
Singleneſs of Heart, is 
2. Affection, or good Will towards 


a Maſter. With good Will, doing Service 


as to the Lord, fays St. Paul. And again; 
What foever you do, db it heartily: Which Af. 
fection tho' owing to all Mafters is very dife 


8 ficultly applied to fome. Tis natural and 


eaſy to love the good and gentle, the liberal 
and merciful; but to love the froward is 
againſt the Grain; for though a Servant 
may be forced to know his Driver, the 
fame Force cannot command his Love. 
This Duty therefore in this RefpeR, like 
other Acts of Self-denial, and like the 
Love to Enemies. is to be reconciled to 
Practice by the Authority of him that has 
| hae _ commanded 
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commanded it; and a conſcientious Ser- 


vant will bear good Will to him he does 


not like, for the ſake of him he does love, 
for God's ſake, who will account this as 
an Inſtance of Affection to himſelf, as a 


Tryal of it, and accordingly reward it. For 
we are told this is thankworthy, this is ac- 


ceptable with Gad; and for this Reaſon thoſe 
that are under the Yoke, are to account their 
Maſters worthy of all Honour, and to pleaſe 
them well in all things, as knowing that of the 
Lord they ſhall receive the Reward, for they 


ſerve kn Lord Chriſt: Who has born in- 
_ finitely more for their Sakes than they can 
for his. This Reaſon I confeſs, affects on- 
ly the Religions, with whom it is moſt 
powerful and prevailing, and to ſuch 1 
apply my ſelf : Not, but that the good 
Will and Affection on the Servant's Side 


are ſo naturally ingratiating, and the Cheer- 


fulneſs that flows from it ſo very engaging, 


that the rougheſt Tempers are fſoften'd 


by it, and made indulgent. Whence it 


comes to paſs that Affection begets Af- 


fection; and as it is fit it ſhould begin on 


the Part of the Inferior, tis no impolitick 
Way of overcoming the Difficulties of 
ſuch a Servitude. Nay, when the Froward 


are once gain'd by it, none are more good 


and gentle than they are; for *tis but ano- 
| C:2 1 


$2 The Servants Calling. 


ther Species of Self-Love, to love thoſe 


that love them, that can bear with their 
Tempers, and inſtead of being provoked 
by them, ſtrive t pleaſe them in all things. 
And if this Duty 1s ſucceſsful in this Caſe, 


I need not ſhew the Succeſs of it in others. 


We are told, that the Heir, when a Child, 
differeth nothing from a Servant, Gal. iv. 1. 


And 'tis as true that a Servant when af 


fectionate, differeth little from a Son. Af- 
fection improves the Relation, and be- 


comes a Sort of Adoption: Which Con- 


ſiderations put together may ſerve to 


rectify the Miſtakes of thoſe who think 


they have done enough, if they have but 
outwardly obeyed Orders; for inward 
Affection is the Thing principally requi- 
red; and he that executes his Office with 
ill Will and Averſion, always murmuring 
and complaining, ſoon tires out the Pa- 


tience of the gentle, and adds Frowardneſs = 


to the froward, doubling ſtill the Weight 
of his Yoke, and deſerving the Diſcou- 
ragement he meets with The 


"Third Duty is Government of the 


Tongue, which with Reſpect to a Ser- 
want conſiſts, 7 0 
1. In not anſwering again. 


2. In ſpeaking as becomes him. 


St. aul, 
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© St. Paul, in his Charge to Titus, bids 
4 | him exhort Servants 79 be obedient to their 
1 Maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all Things, 


5 not anſwering again. So that the Way to be 
; _ obedient, and to pleaſe, is not to anſwer 
again: Which not anſwering again is to 
be underſtood in Oppoſition to the rude 
Anſwers that are often made by Servants 
when found fault with, or reproved: for 
being willing to think themſelves inno- 
cent, or unwilling to own themſelves 
guilty, they deny or defend what they 
have done, and ſuppoſing themſelves in- 
ured, begin to accule in their Turn, and. 
take ſuch Freedoms of. Speech as. con- 
found Order and deſtroy Authority, ad- 
ing Fuel to the Contention, and length- 
1 ening it out to the great Diſquiet of the 
| Family where it begins; which had eaſi- 
ly been prevented by not anſwering again. 
Some Faults will not bear a Defence, and 
then 'tis provoking to make one: Even an 
| innocent Servant would do well to defer 
| his Defence for a Time, and. wait for a 
Pproperer Seaſon to explain Things, be- 
cauſe the Anger of a Superior, if it meets 
with no Reſiſtance, ſpends its ſelf in the 
firſt Sally, and then cools. If any Man 
offend not in Word, ſays St. Fames, the ſame 
is a perfect Man, and able alſo to bridle the 
| G2 whole 
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- whole Body: If any Man among you ſeemeth 
0 be religious, and bridleth not his Ti ongue, 


this Man's Religion is vain. When a Ser- 


vant is to ſpeak, it mult be, Secondly, As 
becomes him, that is, with Modeſty and 
Regard to the relation he ſtands in, ex- 
Preſſing all due Reſpect, and giving all 


proper Titles to his Maſter or Miſtreſs. 


He muſt forbear giving Advice unaſk'd, 
or interpoſing when he is not ſpoken to; 
his Speech mult not be noiſy or tedious, 
bold or familiar, for otherwiſe the Cha- 
racter of a Superior cannot be preſerved, 


and due Diſcipline kept up. St. Paul 


exhorts Servants to be obedient to their Ma- 


ters with Fear and Trembling, But how 


inconſiſtent with Fear and Trembling is that 
Liberty of Speech which levels each Con- 
dition, confounding the higheſt with the 
loweſt? A Liberty of Behaviour will ſoon 


follow ſuch Licence of the Tongue. And 
a Maſter will almoſt fear and tremble, eſpe- 
cially at the Oaths and Curſes of ſome 
audacious Wretches who have gotten ſuch 


2 Habit of this Profaneneſs, as not to for- 
bear it in his Preſence. Such Domeſticks 


(for *rwould be improper to call them 
Servants) are only fit to act the Saturna- 
lia, which with the Romans were Feaſts in 


Honour of Saturn, celebrated in Oppoſi- 
| „ 
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ꝛion to all Diſtinction of Place, at which, 
the more a Maſter was inſulted, and made 


ſervile, the more it eee the Inſti- 
tution. This Madneſs laſted but five Days; 
tho? in ſome Families the Saturnalia laſt the 
Year round: And are ſo well perform'd, 


that *ris difficult to know who 1s Maſter. 
For when the Servant has committed the 


Fault, the Maſter is reviled for daring 


to ſpeak of it. This Heathen Way of 


ſerving, nay, this more than Heathen 
Way, (as it laſts longer) makes vain all 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; for though one 


ſeemeth to be religious, if he bridleth not Dis 


Tongue, his Religion is vain, 

The Fourth Duty is Sobriety, which! iS 
not only a great Virtue, but a Security 
to all other Virtues, and moſt neceſſary 


in Servants: For as their Station is of an 


active Nature, they muſt be in ſuch a Poſ- 


ture of Watchfulneſs and Attention, as 


that they may readily turn to all Parts of 
their Buſineſs without Confuſion. They 


ſhould have clear and cool Heads to com- 


prehend the Inſtructions and Orders that 


are given them, of which they are unca- 


pable when they paſs the Bounds of Sobri- 


ety; unable to attend to, remember, or 
well execute, any thing; unprepared for 
any Good, and prepared for all Evil. 
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| When the Seat of Reaſon is diſturbed, 
and good Reflection interrupted, there 
can be no Security; and how little are 
Temptations to be reſiſted, when the _ 
Doors are open to Senſuality, and all | 
Guard gone off? He that is often intem- 
perate may be ſometimes unchaſt, cor- 
rupt, or be corrupted, as Fear and Shame 
are extinguiſh'd, and the Paſſions heated 
by a Debauch. Many Families have been 
diſhonoured by this Means, and the Youth 
- of them infected by ſuch Examples: And L 
the Lives alſo as well as the Honour of | 
Families are endangered by this Exceſs ; 
for how many Houſes with all their Inha- 
bitants have been burnt through the 
| Negligence of a drunken Servant? Many _ 
Ships with all their Paſſengers have had _ 
the ſame Fate, through the ſame Means. | 
Nay, how dangerous is an Equip age when | 
the Reins are in a Sot's Hands? "And if 
ſome Maſters eſcape ſuch Accidents as 
theſe, they are ſure to ſuffer in their For- 
tunes from the ſame Cauſe : Being robb'd 
and cheated of their Goods for the Main- 
tenance of this Exceſs. Nay, the very 
Cattle want their Provender , and are 
Half ſtarved, that the Driver may get drunk 
out of their Allowance. And thoſe that 
Set a Habit of this Vice are ſeldom 1 * 
; ut 
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but ſettle into Sottiſhneſs, and ſleep ſtand- [| 
ing, are not only unfit for Action, but ſcarce. | 
fit to be ſeen... For Naſtineſs uſually covers 


them, and as they act like Swine they com- 
monly look like them. And what a Figure 
does a Maſter make with a Set of ſuch At- | 
tendants? The beſt Preſervative againſt | 
this Vice is to watch the Beginnings of it, to | 


avoid the Occaſions and Opportunities of 14 
committing it, and ſhun the Invitations | “J 
that tend to it. The Importunity of a Com- | if 
puanion under Pretence of Friendſhip, and. 
the Notion of a merry Meeting may ſome 
times draw the over-good natur'd beyond- 
Rules, and out of Bounds. Bur *tis high 
| Time for ſuch a one to retreat and regain- 
his Liberty at any Rate, when the Mirth 
ttuurns to Madneſs, and the Scene opens with 
the Confuſion and Follies of an Aſſembly. 
out of their Senſes ; whenꝰ tis difficult to be 
innocent amongſt them, and not decent. 
to hear the obſcene or prophane Language 
and rude Jeſts that mix with and make up 
the Mirth of ſuch a Meeting. As to their 
Actions, they are often well repreſented in 
a Dutch Picture, to which had rather refer 
my Reader, than deſcribe them. Idleneſs 
being an Inlet to, and Occaſion of this 
Vice, and many others : 
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I ſhall, Fifthly, recommend Diligence, 
which not only ſhuts out fuch Occaſions, 
but perfects every Duty of a — 
The very Name of Servant implies Acti- 
on, and the Offices of his Place fuppoſe 
it. He is to move at Command, and be 
doing what he is bid; and if he is active 
m his Buſineſs, he does it in its Seaſon, 
improving Opportunities, and adding 
many Circumſtances to recommend it: 
and as he does it well, ſo he does more 
than another, for Diligence doubles the | 
Action, and ſuch a one is equivalent to 
two that are more remiſs. His natural 
Powers ſeem increaſed by his Aſſiduity, 
and he has two right Hands inftead of 
one: Nay, he ſeems to be in many Places 
at once. For there is a Sort of Inchant- 
ment in Induſtry ; and J have read of a 3 
Roman Peaſant that was accuſed of Witch- - 
craft merely becauſe he had a double Bur- „ 
den of Fruits always upon his Ground 
His Accuſers ſuppoſed it owing to ſome 
ſupernatural Power and diabolical Contract 
that the Productions were ſo great. They 
urged that he had little or no Aſſiſtance, 
and that the Effect fo far ſurpaſs'd the 
Means that norhing but ſome unlawful 
Charm could be the Cauſe of it. To con- 
front which Accuſation, and to ſhew his 
Innocence, 
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Innocence, this ſuppoſed. Wiſard produces 
all the Tools of his Labours before his 


Judges, ſhewing them bright, and worn 


with Application; and defires they may 


be compared with thoſe of his Accuſers. 
For theſe, fays he, are the Inſtruments of 


my Inchantments, and by'the Uſe of them 
perform all the Witchcraft I am accuſed 


of. The ſame Labour and Diligence will 


produce the ſame Effect in every ones 
Ground, and inchant it in this Manner; 
which is a Secret only to the Sleepy and 


Slothful. The Iſſue of this Cauſe turning 


to the Advantage of the Accuſed, ſerves 
to illuſtrate the Force of Diligence and the 
Succefs of Application and Induſtry, to 
which many uſeful Arts and, Inventions 
are owing ; which to the Idle and Unin- 
quiſitive appear like Conjuration and In- 
chantment. A Servant's Diligence is not 
only uſeful to his Maſter, but to himſelf, for 
having uſed Diſpatch in the Buſineſs of 
his Place, and done the Task that was: 


impoſed upon him, there remains a great 


Deal of Time to be employed at his own 
Will, and te his own Benefit, with Re- 
ſpect to which he is as it were Maſter of 
himſelf, Beſides ſuch a one is never in 
the Confuſion of a Hurry; for having done 


_ every thing in its Seaſon, he has not all 
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to do together: In which Caſe many 
Things muſt be done imperfectly, and 
many leſt undone. *Tis ſaid proverbially 
that many Hands make light Work, but add 
Diligence to a few, and the Work is made 
as light. *Tis pity the Name of that 
Roman Servant is laſt, whoſe Virtue is yet 
preſerved by a famous Statue of Antiqui- 
ty, repreſenting him as picking a Thorn 
out of his Foot. The Tradition of him 
is, That he being truſted with a Meſſage | 
to the Senate requiring the utmoſt Dit- 
3 he perſued his Orders with that | 
iligenc e, that, pierced by a Thorn, he | 
ſtaid not to pick it out, nor abated of | 
his Speed till he had delivered his Er- 
rand, and done his Duty. How many - | 
favourable Opportunities are loſt for want 
of Diligence, as in Seed-time and in Har- 
veſt? If the Merchant comes late to Mar- 1 
ket, or the Smith ſtrikes not when the + 
Meral is hot, each muſt be diſappointed. 70 
Tis indeed in the Power of a Maſter, in 
ſome Meaſure, to quicken the Motions | 
of a Servant; but this is not the Diligence 
I am ſpeaking of. The Virtue is in the 
Habit of it, and as *tis voluntary; which 
makes it wcceptable to God as well as 
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To theſe Duties beforemention'd of a 


moral and indiſpenſable Nature, I muſt 
add ſome that are chiefly ornamental; and 
which though of a lower Degree, ſet off 
and adorn all the Reſt: as, 


1 Cheerfulneſs. 
2, Cleanlineſs. 
1. Cheerfulneſs in a Servant is the out- 


Ward Expreſſion of his Willingneſs: And as 


nothing can be more acceptable than ſuch 
Willingneſs, the Expreſſion of it muſt re- 


commend him as it begets a Belief of it. 


ITis alſo a Species of Gratitude, imply- 
ing that he is well uſed, and that he thinks 


himſelf ſo. Tis the Look of Contentment, 
and good Nature, gives a Luftre to the 


Countenance, and exhilarates others that 
behold it. And as Servants fear the Frowns 


and deſire the good Looks of their Supe- 


riours, they muſt by the Cheerfulneſs of 
their own Looks invite the Favour, and 


if they have really a Deſire to pleaſe (which 
they ought to have) *twill naturally pro- 
duce this Effect, and appear in an Air of 


Satisfaction and Serenity. And as this is an 
Ornament to every Word and Action of 


a Servant, tis likewiſe an Honour paid 


to the Maſter, when in the Sight of others; 
and a Way of telling how good he is in 


that relation. There is a Language in Looks 


: as 
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62 The. Servants Calling. 
as well as Words, and as well underſtood ; 
ſo that Servants ought no more to inſult 2 
their Betters with ſour Looks than rude 
Language. The 
2. Thing 1 in the ſame. Degree of a Ser- 
vant's Duty is Cleanlineſs: which is accep- 
table to moſt Men, as *tis a Branch of 24 
Decency, and a Piece of Reſpect paid to 1 
the Family in which he lives: it ſhould ex- | 
tend to the Perſon of a Servant, and the - 
Offices of his Place. _ * 
An unclean Object muſt be offenſive to # 
any one? and as thoſe that attend upon { 
others muſt be always in their View, the | 
Figure of them ſhould be as agreeable as 
may be. And as Neatneſs is an Ornament 
to every ching, and ſhews it to Advan- 
tage, it ſhould never be wanting to the 
Clothes, and Countenance of a Servant; — 
| otherwiſche defilesevery thing he touches, | 
and ſcares every one that looks upon him; 4 
diſhonouring not only the Maſter he ſerves, 
but bringing himſelf into Contempt. For 
Naſtineſs implies Lazineſs or Sottiſhneſs, 
and always gives Deformity. 
And as the Perſon of a Servant ſhould 
be clean, all the Actions and Offices: of 
his Poſt ſhould: partake of the ſame Clean- 
| lines. For it does Honour to the Maſter 
in a different pes as it adds Decency 
; LO, 
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to his Dwelling; and is of ſome Profit 
to him, as *tis a Preſervation to his Goods 


1nd Furniture; even the meaneſt Things 


receive Beauty and Colour, and become 
poliſh'd by a neat Uſage. And he that 


rubs off all Defilements, tranſmutes Metals 


better than any of the Philoſophers. 
It contributes alſo to the very Health 


of a Family in dreſſing Food; which is 
unwholſome if it be unclean. For foul 


feeding is a flow Poiſon, and as it hurts 
the Conftitution of a Maſter, muſt in ſome 
Meaſure ſhorten his Days; at leaft, turn 
his Stomach, and make him ſick. - 

Now, ſuppoſing a Servant to have at- 


tain'd to all the good Qualnies before 


mentioned, they will be of little Uſe to 


himſelf or others, if he is of a roving and 
unſettled Temper, moving about from 
Place to Place, more like a Traveller than 


a Servant: For being always unfixed, he 
is little known or tried, and knows others 


- © as little. The worft have appear'd to Ad- 
vantage for a ſhorr Time; and from theſe 
the beſt are not diſtinguiſhed, if they ſtay 
but the fame Time. *Tis Perſeverance, and 


x Habit of doing well that fixes a Charac- 
ter, and eftabliſhes a good Repuration. 


nifeſt, a Servant muſt abide long in the 
ſame 


3 


To Ka“ which Habit, and make it ma- 
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fame Station, ſettle, and (as it were) in- 
corporate himſelf with the F amily where 

he is once placed. For by ſuch Continu- 
ance he learns perfectly the Cuſtoms and 
Manner of it, the Tempers and Inclina- 
tions of thoſe he ſerves, and is more ex- 
pert in all the Parts of his Buſineſs. And 
as he is more uſeful, he 1s more valued 
and encouraged than another, thriving, 
and gathering ſomething to lay up. Where- 
as he that changes ofteh muſt, like the 
rolling Stone, be always bare, as being 
often out of Place and ſubſiſted at his 
own Expence. There may ſometimes 
be a good Reaſon for moving to a new 
Maſter, but when any Reaſon is thought 
ſufficient, and very improper ones are | 
given, *tis a Sign of Levity, and leflens 8 
the Character of any one. Such a Ser- 
vant is at leaſt a tranſient Good, and A- | 
batement 1s made for its Uncertainty. = rh 
To theſe Inſtructions deſign'd for the | 
| Uſe of hired Servants, I ſhall add ſome |! 
| that may be uſeful to the Apprentice 
which will come in the leſs Compaſs, be- 
cauſe he being a Servant as well as. the 
other, what is ſaid before may be applied 
to both. There is ſome Alteration in 
their Circumſtances which makes it ne- 
| __ that ſomething ſhould be added 
; that 
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that 1s peculiar to the latter: And if any 


Thing be repeated, *twill be with ſome 


Variety, as the Caſe differs and requires 
it. The Buſineſs of the Apprentice is of 

a more general and extenſive Nature; and 

as he is one of the under Inſtruments of 


Trade and Traffick, he ſhould begin with 
a right Notion of it, in order to form the 


Plan of his future Conduct. He ſhould 


conſider Trade as a common Good, in 


which all Sides are to find their Account, 
by ſupplying each others Wants; and there- 


fore that in learning the Art and M yſtery 


of it, he is beginning to make himſelf uſe- 


ful to Mankind, and going upon Labours 
that are not only privately beneficial, but 


conduce to the publick Intereſt, and Pro- 
ſperity of his Country. For, as the Strength 
and Riches of a Nation depend upon the 
 Traffick of it, and that Traffick upon the 


Exerciſe of the ſeveral Arts that ſupply 


it; the Artiſt muſt a& with a double View, 

to the Good of his Nation and Neighbour, 
as well as his own; never hurting another 
to help himſelf. This fixes Trade upon 
its right Baſis, which is mutual Benefit, 
and gives every Employment an honour- 


able and uſeful Turn, which would other- 
wiſe be a Fraud and Abuſe upon Man- 


kind. From the Hare of KG Gain, 


and 


r 


66 The Servants Calling. 
and a Deſire of making Haſte to Wealth, 
many recur to mean Artifices, and to 
that Variety of Impoſitions which are to 
be met with in the Courſe of Buſineſs. 

, Yet this is not Trade, but Rapine under 
Pretence of it, a Circumvention that de- 
ſtroys all Confidence and common Truſt; 
and as it diſcourages Adventurers, is an 
Impediment to Dealing: Whereas the 
Integrity of the fair Trader invites them 


” . 
and draws the Current of Buſineſs after it. | 
When the Seller is content with modeſt, | 
and moderate Gains, he is even courted 


by the Buyer.; whoſe Advantage is alſo 
ſuch that every one elſe is willing to be a 
Partaker, and to buy likewiſe ; whence 
the Profit of the Seller is ſoon multiplyed _ 
and extended, and though ſmall in each 
Particular, becomes great in the Sum to- 
tal, and always more in Riches, than the 
ſuddain and exceſſive Gains of thoſe that 
in making too much Haſte to be rieb, make 
the Moſt of their Opportunities, and - 
ſqueeze a Cuſtomer *till they have loſt him. 
So that the trueſt Policy of a Trader is 
the Equity of his Dealing. And ho- 
great mult his Satisfaction be, in thriving 
by thoſe very Methods that are uſeful 
and beneficial to others, and where the 
Advantages are mutual? This ought 1 
2 e 
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be well conſidered by every Candidate of 
Trade, every Artiſt and Inftrament of 
Commerce. For it will preſerve him 


from the Danger of learning together | 
with the Myſtery of his Buſineſs all thoſe 


ä — — 
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myſterious Arts of deceiving, which are 
too often mix*d with it, and debale it. \| 
Nothing is more uſeful to the Man of Bu- | 
ſineſs, than a fair Reputation, for Reputa- '1 
tion is nothing elſe but the Opinion others = 
have of him; and when this Opinion is in | 
his Favour, every one is forward to deal | 
with him, to truſt him, to recommend il 
bim, and even run all Hazards with him. 
This Reputation muſt be founded on good 
Behaviour, and the Foundation of it laid 

, early: that being accounted beſt that is 
of longeſt Date. So that the Apprentice 
ſhould have an Eye always to the Credit | 
he ſhall' gain in the Time of his Subjec- | 
tion, and to the Character that ſhall be | 
form'd of him under this firſt Trial: For 

| this generally affects him in the ſucceed- 
ing Courſe of his Fortunes, and makes 
them eaſy or difficult, juſt as he is repre- 
ſented by thoſe who have had Experience 
of him, and are ſuppoſed to know him 

belt. 

The good Will and Word therefore of 
the Maſter 1 1s — to be: THO 
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and the Way to it is by obeying his Or- 
ders, and promoting his Intereſts. Here 
the very fame Duties of Humility and Fi- 
delity mentioned in the Beginning, are 
likewiſe applicable; being as neceſſary in | 
the Apprentice, as in any other Servant. 
He is to be humble in ſubmitting to Diſ- 
cipline, and good Rules; in bearing Re- 
ſtraint and Reproof, and even Correction; 
in not anſwering again; and in comply- 
ing with Commands that may ſeem diffi- 
cult. And then, as he is truſted above al! 
other Servants, having the Fortunes and 
Reputation of a Maſter, in ſome Meaſure, 
in his Power, he muſt with great Exactneſs 
diſcharge that Truſt; like the good and 
faithful Servant in the Goſpel, doubling _ 
the Talents be has to trade with, He muſt 
act as for himſelf, do as he would be done 
unto : Preſerve with Care what 1s in his 
Keeping, neither committing Waſt, nor 
ſuffering others to commit it. And as *tis. 
fome Credit to an Apprentice to ſerve one 
who has ſome himſelf, and to have the 
good Word of him that has the good Word 
of others; he muſt for his own ſake, at leaſt 
contain from all Complaints, or ſaying any 
thing to ſink the Character of his Maſter. 
He muſt ſpeak of him with Reſpect, and 
to his Advantage, and defend him from 
. Cenſure. 
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Cenſure. And as the ſureſt Way to Praiſe 


is to be Praiſe-worthy, all thoſe Moral 
and Chriſtian Virtues before ſpoken of as 


neceſſary to compleat the Character of 


the other Servant, are in the ſame Mea- 
ſure and Manner requiſite to perfect the 
Reputation of the Apprentice: Such as 
Singleneſs of Heart or Sincerity, Good Will 


or Affection towards a Maſter, a Reſtraint 


of the Tongue, Sobriety, and Diligence; 


which I refer to and need not repeat: Ad- 
ding ſome few Articles of Advice under | 


the Tolle Heads. 
1. Of Company. | % 
2. Expences. 
3. Prodence. - 
4. The Improvement of ſpare Time. 
Under the Firſt, viz. Of Company, his 


Advar. cages will lie rather in declining, 


than courting it. For in Confideration 


that his Time is not his own, and his Bu- 


ſineſs requires Attendance and Diſpatch, 


all Interruptions are to be cut off; and ſuch 


muſt be the frequent Meetings and Con- 
verſations of many Acquaintance. They 
will entrench upon his Time, and ob- 


ſtruct him in his Buſineſs. He muſt either 
be abſent, in following them, or the 


muſt follow him, and Idleneſs be the Con- 
ee on both Sides. And while they 


haunt 
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- haunt one another a Maſter is made uneaſy, 
and his Privacy intruded upon; which 
if not attended with greater Inconvenien- 
cies, is ſufficient to give ſealouſy, and be- 
5 his ill Opinion. There may, I con- 
s, be ſome Aewahde Opportunities and 
Occaſions of Converſation; and when they 
are allowed, the beſt ſhould always be 
choſen; what is innocent and inſtructive 
(if it can be had,) at leaſt what 1s innocent ; 
for it is not only reputable and fafe to be 
join'd to good Company; but many com- 
mendable and uſeful Qualities are this 
Way convey'd with more Succeſs, and in 
leſs Time to each other. If *tis imprac- 
ticable altogether to eſcape what is bad, 
an Intimacy at leaſt ſhould be forborn, | 
and all Opportunities applied to the A- 
mendment of ſuch as want it; which, if 
it do no good on one ſide, may be a 
Means to ſecure the other, which is gain- 
ing a Point, and the beſt that can be done. 
Eſpecially all female Friendſhips and Fa- 
miliarities, be they never ſo innocent, 
muſt be: avoided, leſt they engage the Af- 
fections too far, and proceed to an un- 
timely Marriage, or Marriage Contract, 
which forfeits the Indentures, and ends 
often unhappily. For Want of Precaution 


In the Cafes before mentioned, many In- 
diſcretions 
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diſcretions are committed, and good Be- 


ginnings overturn'd. The Wicked and 
Worthleſs are forward to offer themſelves 


and mix with all Companies; and if the 


Sound are not upon the Reſerve, and well 


guarded againſt ſuch Examples, the mo- 


ral Contagion will ſpread, and the Leaven 
of a looſe Liver, or vain Unbeliever will 


leaven the whole Lump. Some are deceived 
in thinking themſelves Danger Proof, and 


that they can take or leave off an Exam 
ple as they will. But be not deceived (ſays 


St. Paul,) evil Communications corrupt good 


Manners. And as the Young and Unex- 


perienc'd are fooneſt tainted by the bad 
Air of Society, being apteſt at Imitation 


I have prepared this for a Caution. And 


as they ſhould avoid bad Company that 
are known, for the fame Reaſon the 

ſhould ſhun ſtrange Company, and ſuch 
as are unknown ; unlefs they come with a 
good Character, like a Bill of Health, at- 
tefted by fuch as know them. For too 
much Care can never be taken, eſpecially 


in Places where the Current of Vice runs 
ſtrong, and a corrupt Majority makes a 


Fafhion of it, fcarce to be reſiſted by 


weak Minds or young Perfons. Some 
Trades above others lead into the Way 


of Danger; for the Gains -_ them ariſing 
| often 
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often out of the Exceſſes of evil Men, 
the Gainers are apt to be leſs offended at 
ſuch Exceſſes, and may by Degrees there- 
fore become too inſtrumental in promot- 
ing them. In this Caſe the young Man 
whoſe Trade is of this kind ſhould conſi- 
der how diſhonourable thoſe Gains are, 
which are ſo raiſed, viz. Out of the Sins 
and Sufferings of others, and the Fall of 
Families. How contrary they are to the 
true Nature of Trade, which ſhould be 
founded only in Advantages that are mu- 
tual, and how apt they are to defile the 
Gainer: Which if he does ſincerely, re- 
jecting the Gains of Ungodlineſs, and dif- 
miſſing his corrupt Cuſtomers, he may de- 
pend upon a Profit ſome other Of and 
be a better Gainer in the End. 

The Second, and next Head is that of 
Expences, under which the F rugality that 
is to regulate them, comes chiefly to be 
examined. And it is that Virtue which 
lies in the middle Way between Profuſe- 
neſs and Covetouſneſs; ſo proportioning 
the Outgoings and the Income as that 
there may be always a Stock in Hand to 
anſwer juſt Occaſions. And the Parts of 
a ſmall Stock going out and coming in, 
being as capable of Proportion to each 


Parts | 
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Parts are not ſo large; this Virtue may be 
learnt as much in the Management of a little 
Sum as a great one, and the Apprentice have 
as right a Notion of it in regulating his Allow- 
ance, as afterwards he can have in keeping 
tlc; Cain of his whole Subſtance. Whatever 
therefore he has, he muſt in parting with it 
have Regard, firſt, to things neceſſary: And 
ſince all his Neceſſities cannot be foreſeen, 
and new ones may come upon him on a ſud- 
dain, ſome Preparation is to be made for Con- 
tingencies. And that there may be ſufficient, 
nothing ſhould be ſpent 1dly, in Vice or Va- 
nity ; for the Qutgoings in this kind will cauſe 
a Deficiency in the other: few can have e- 
nough to ſupply their reaſonable Neceſſities, 
and unneceſſary Extravagancies. Vice and 
Vanity are very coſtly, draw all Expences 
into their Circle and by Degrees involve the 
Spendthrift in )ifficulties, and reduce him 
to the Want of Neceſſaries Out of which he 
is tempted to extricate himſelf at any rate; by 
honeſt Means, if they will do; but if they 
won't, by thoſe that will, though they be diſ- 
honeſt: Such as borrowing more than he can 
re pay, promiſing more than he can perform, 
yielding even to Frauds and Theft, or ſuch: 
diſhonourable Shifts as forfeit his Reputati- 
on. The Apprentice in theſe Circumſtances, 
is apt to violate: his Truſt, make bold with 
his Maſter's Caſh, or ſhare with him in his 
Gains: All which Evils are generally occaſi- 
Viet” - = 3 oned 
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| onedby that firſt falſe Step of ill Huſbandry, 
or Want of Care about Expences. 
And the Progreſs from Waſte to Want, 
and from Want to Practices indirect and dif- 
honeft is fo uſual, that the Laviſh, tho' inno- 
| cent, are ofrenſuſpected of them; which Ten- 
deency, and even the Suſpicion of it, ſhould 
de prevented by the Regulation of an *rly 
Thrift, peculiarly neceſſary to the Trader; 
whoſe Goodneſs in the Language of Buſineſs 
conſiſts in ready Payments, he being called 
a good Man that is a good Paymaſter, what- 
ever he be in other Reſpects. 
On the other Side, as much Care ſhould 
be taken that Frugality may not degenerate 
into a covetous and criminal Love of Mo- 
ney, which ſticks at nothing that may in- 5 
creaſe it, and makes no good Uſe of it wagen 
increaſed. Hence Extortion, Oppreſſion, Cir- 
cumvention, and other evil Arts, have their 
Beginning: So that the middle Way is to be 
choſen. And here the 
Wird Thing comes in order to be conſi: 
der d, namely Prudence, which is the prac- 
tical Knowledge that diſcerns the Differences 
and Circumſtances of Things, diſtinguiſhes 
the Point of Virtue from the vicious Ex- 
treams on either Side, foreſees Events, makes 
Proviſion for them, and has regard to Time 
and Place, diſpoſing the Words and Actions 
of every one to their beſt Advantage; is an 
Abridgement of many Vitrues, and a Secu- 
0 8 | 4 rity 
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rity to every one. But this Prudence depen- 
ding on Experience, and growing out of Re- 


flection, is ſeldom found to ripen in Youth'; 
and when it comes late, 'tis generally bought 
dear, and coſts more chan can be recovered. 

*Tis of the higheſt Conſequence therefore to 
have it early, and get it cheap : To pre- 
vent Evil by foreſeeing it, rather than by 
the Experience of it to know hoy it might 
have been prevented; eſpecially in the midſt 
of Buſineſs, and Variety of Communications 


with all Sorts of Perſons, ſome of them very 


crafty and deſigning, (which is the Traders 
Caſe) a greater Meaſure of this Prudence. 
is wanted. And the Way to it is to learn 
it either, 

1. At the Coſt ofthoſe that have it not; or, 
2. By the Examples of ſuch as have it; or, 
3. By the Precepts of thoſe that teach it or. 
4. By Prayer to God for it. ” 
1. He that learns it at other Mens Coſt, 

muſt in viewing their Mifcarfiages, obſerve 
the Miſtakes they made, and the Faults by 
which they faiPd. "oy when a Man runs out 


of his Fortune by ſpending too high, or goes 
behind Hand by neglecting his Affairs, exact- 


ing upon his Cuſtomers, or by Suretiſpip, 

and the like; the B ſtander fhould be ward 
at the Sight, and ſo affected as always to a- 
yoid the like Errors, for fear of the ſame 


End. And then in the Progreſs of Vice, 
When he fees uy miſerable Objects of it un- 
D 2 de- 
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der the Power of their Luſts, he ſhould in- 
form himſelf how the firſt Infection was tak- 


en, in what Company, and in what Manner 
it encreaſed, and then provide againſt the like 
Danger, by keeping out of the like Tempta- 
tions. This is the Method of learning at the 
Expence of others, and a lawful and com- 
mendable Way of making the moſt of their 
Misfortunes. Another Way to Prudence is, 

2. To learn it from the Examples of them 
that have it. And in order tothis, the Learner 


muſt turn his Obſervations to the Actions ß 


ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed for it, and have ſe- 


| cured and advanced themſelves by it: For 


the Actions of theſe are a living Rule, ſhew- 
ing the Virtue as practicable and amiable ; and 
he that copies after ſuch excellent Patterns 
has all the Benefit of their Experience and 


.Obſervation, learning from them wh t they 


have learn'd from others, or found od them- 
ſelves; and conſequently doing every thing 


in the beſt Manner, even before he compre- 
| hends all the Reaſons of his own Actions. 


But the Repetition and Succeſs of ſuch an 
Imitation ſoon let him into a fuller Know- 


ledge, and give a Taſte of that Skill by which 


he is forwarded, fo that his Improvements 


are of an early Growth, and like Plants raiſ- 
ed under a poop Aſpect, come ſooner to 


Perfection. 2PPY is it for the Apprentice 
who is placed under the Influence of ſuch a 


Maſter, whoſe Life is a continued I. eſſon of 


= Ingnſtruction 
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Inſtruction to him, leading to Virtue as well as 
Buſineſs. But if this be not the Caſe, and 
good Examples more remote, the Befect 
may be ſupply'd, 

3. By learning Prudence from Precept; in 
which Way there are many Helps to be met 
with, many excellent Preſcriptions prepared 
for ſuch as are diſpos'd'to follow them. Even 


ſome bad Men give good Advice, ſo that 


Precepts are every where at Hand to direct, 
and the World abounds with good Inſtruc- 


tion, as much perhaps as with bad Example. 


For Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her Voice 
in the Streets: She crieth in the chief Place of 
Concourſe, in openings of 'the Gates, in the City ſhe 
uttereth her Mords. Her Leſſons are en 


repeated and preſs'd by Parents, Maſters, 


God's Minifters, and every ſincere Friend. 

But the moſt perfect Collection of moral 
Precepts, and beſt Directions to Prudence, 
are contain'd in the Writings of him who has 
this Character given of him by the God of 
Wiſdom, That there was none like unto him before 
bim; nor after ſhall any ariſe like unto him; viz. 

in che Provents and other Sentences of Dolan 
which are, (as he tells us in the Beginning of 
them) 10 give Sublilty to the Simple, and to the 

young Man Knowledge and Diſcretion. Theſe 


ſhould be received with Reverence and At- 


tention, read often, regiſter'd in the Memo- 
ry, digeſted by Reflection, and made as 
1 8 to the Mind of the young Man, as the 


D 3 Sound 
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done according to thy 
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Sound of his own Name ; or, like the Inftru- 
ments of meaſuring, always at Hand to try 


' | the Streightneſs or Obliquity of his Actions. 


The more he canſiders them, and makes Ex- 
periment of them, the better he will like 
them, and the more uſeful he will find them: 


cel the 
Enlargement of his Underftanding and Re- 
gulation of his Will, eſpecially if in the 

4. Place he ſtrives to perfect himſelf by 
Prayer. For be the Means never fo excel- 


lent, without a Bleſſing upon them they fail. 
And this Blefſing comes by Application ta 


the Fountain of all Wiſdom, who gives it 
to them that value it enough to aſł it, and 
aſk nothing before it, or in compariſon with 
it. This was the Way that Solomon himlielf at- 
tained to that abundant Meafure of it, in 
which he excelled all that went before him, 
or ſhould come after him. And God faid un- 
to him, becauſe thou haſt asked this Thing, and 
baſt not asked for thy ſelf long Life, neither haſt 
asked Riches for thy ſelf, nor haſt asked the Life 
of thine Enemies, but haft asked for thy ſelf Un- 
derjtanding to diſcern Fudement , behold I have 
Words; lo, I have given 
thee a wiſe and an underſtanding Heart. Wiſdom, 
Knowledge, Diſcretion, Underſtanding and Pru- 
dence are but different Names with the Royal 


Teacher for the ſame thing; which being 
to the Soul as the Sight ofthe Eye tothe Bo- 
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dy, the molt uſeful Faculty belonging to it, 
tis difficult to account for the general Neg- 
le& there is in ſeeking it. Though the Mer. 
c handixe of it is better than that of Silver, and 
the Gain thereof than fine Gold, yet but few 
are to be found that prefer not, either of them 
before it. And probably it proceeds not ſo 
much from the mean Opinion they have of 
Prudence, as from a Perſuaſion that they have 
ſufficient of it already. Scarce a Novice to 
be met with that 2 not in his awn 
Senſe, and is not ſelf-ſufficient. Children 
think themſelves. wiſer than their Parents, 
and Scholars than their Maſters: And thus 
fanſy ing themſelves in Poſſeſſion of mueh 
Wiſdom, think it vain to follow what the 
have found. Bur if they happen to be . 
taken, and are not ſq wile as they think for, 
(which is generally the Caſe) they are unlike: 
ly ever to get it, being under the ſtrongeſt 


b oſition towards it. For the only Way I 


udom or Prudence is firſt to know how 
dekective our Stock is; which humble Senſe 
naturally quickens our Induſtry, in applying 
to proper Means, and begging a Bleſſing up- 
on the Uſe of them. And to thoſe whe are 
thus prepared the Bleſſing is not denied. 
Becauſe thou baſt asked this thing, behold 1 have 
done according to thy Wards, Knowing his 
Wants he aſked; and aſking, was thus an- 


=  fwered. When Solomon abtain'd this immenſe 


Treaſure of ks thu „ he was but 
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young; ſo that Youth need not deſpair of a 
 tafficient Meaſure of it if they are thus dif- 
poſed to it. And what a pleaſant Sight is 


It to ſee Prudence piloting a young Man, and 
ſteering him ſafely through all the difficult 


Paſſes of Buſineſs and Temptation, turning 
him off from Danger, and into a right Courſe 
at the Seaſon of Life in which he ſtands moſt. 


expoſed to Error and Deluſion? I come now 
to the laſt Head I propoſed to treat of, 
—— i he 


The Improvement of ſpare Time, or eve- 


ry Ceſſation from Buſineſs : In which Vacan- 
cy the firſt Thing commonly thought on by 


Youth is Recreation and Pleaſure : A De- 


gree of which (if the Recreation be lawful) 


cannot reaſonably be objected to; but Care 


muſt be taken that the Purſuit of Pleaſure 
may not too much contract, or quite exclude 
any neceſſary Duty, and that it indiſpoſe not 
for the Returns of Labour ; becauſe if La- 
bour is made more burdenſome by paſt Plea- 
fure, that Pleafure is bought too dear, and 
cannot countervail the Pain it cauſes: or if it 
interrupts any religious Duty, or any Im- 
provement of the Mind, it loſes the Nature 


of true Pleaſure as it prevents a greater 
Good, and even a arp) Pleaſure. A fre- 


quent Taſte of any kind of Diverſions is apt 
to grow upon the Palate, and give too ſtrong 


a Reliſh for them ; and when the Inclination 
is turn'd ftrongly towards them, and the 


I 1 Mind 
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| Mind runs erperually _ them, the Shop 
or the Wot :-room is like the Confinement 
of a Priſon,” and labour like a Weight that 
goes up Hill. Whence Idleneſs, Ignorance, 
and ill Huſbandry expoſe the young Man to 
Diſgrace, Pi niſhment, and other Difficulties; 
ſo that the more he purſues Pleaſure, the 
more he involves himſelf in Pain; and as the 
Bitterneſs of the latter is predominant, he 
[| fruſtrates his own Deſigns. His better Con- 
' |! | du and M thod is to become leſs ſenſual, 
and leſs in pve with Pleaſure; to forbear 
the Haunts of it, the Houſes of Paſtime, 
and the Habit of Drinking; then to try 
Pleaſures that are rational, uſeful, and that 
make Buſineſs leſs burdenſome; in which 
Tryal he will ſoon find his Advantage. And 
in order to it, his ſpare Hours muſt be ap- 
plied either, NEVE e 
1. To the Duties of Devotion; or, 
2. To the Purſuit of Knowledge. 
|} In the Application of them to the Firf, 
[the Day muſt begin with Addreſſes to God 
for the Protection of his Providence, and a 
Bleſſing upon his Labours; for Grace to 
withſtand Temptation, or to recover as ſoon 
as fallen: And by riſing early, the more 
Time may be ſpared for this Morning Sacri- 
fice. When th - Buſineſs of the Day is over, 
ſome Space miiſt be allowed for Recollec- 
tion, and renewing his Petitions; in which 
| | he ſhall call to Mind the Omiſſions of Duty, 


and 


o 
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and the Tranſgreſſions of it, aw belong to 
the Account of the fame Day; imploring 
|| Forgiveneſs, and be more Aſſiſtance for 
the next Trial. F —— Sleep are not more 
| neceffary for the Health and Refreſhment of 
the Body, than theſe Returns of Devotion are 
wto be the Eaſe and Improvement of tgñůe 
Mind; and ſhould no more be neglected {| 
{| than ſitting down to Meals, or going to Reſt, 
| And how can a Blefling on —— 0 
' 1ngs be expected that are not ſanctified by , | 
this Method, begun and ended. in the Fear 
| of God, and the Invocation of his Name? ) 
WY The Period of the preſent Lite is only the f 
1 Paſſage to a future; gur long and laſt Settle. :- 
l 7 ment 1s in another World. And he that ears 
|} the Bread of Carefulneſ to accommodate him- 
ſelf with Conveniencies in his Paſlage, 
| ſhould certainly make Proviſion for his Jour- 
ney's End, and in this World maintain a Cor- 
reſpondence with the other. Some Intervals i 
Therefore muſt be deducted either from the | 
” _ Refreſhments of Nature, or the Buſineſs of 
bis Occupation, at no greater Diſtance than 
that of Morning and Evening (it ſo great) | 
to examine into his ſp iritual } te, to ſeek 
Securities for it, — by the Duties of De- 
votion and a conſtant Warchfulnefs, to in- 
Fare it as much as poſſible. And becauſe 
there are ſome whole Days, and always one 
Day in ſeven, exempted from the Weight 
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Attendance on the publick Exerciſes of De- 


votion in the Houſe of Prayer; theſe Op- 
portunities ſhould be with Readineſs em- 
| braced, and reverenced as Seaſons of ſpiri- 
tual Commerce with God, wherein many 
Bleſſings and Advantages of the higheſt Na- 
ture are to be obtained. In this way De- 
votion becomes exemplary, is propagated 


with more Succeſs, and as it were circulates 


in the ſpiritual Body or Company of Believ- 
ers. The Deportment of the Devout im- 
arts Fervour to the Indifferent, confirms 
the Well-diſpos'd, and firikes an Awe where 
tis wanted. Beſides, there is greater Force 
in the joint Prayers of many. fellow helpers 
than in the ſeparate Petitions of ſingle Ad- 


vocates. Special Promiſes are made to the 


F Gathered together; their Aﬀemblies are 
graced with the divine Preſence, and a- 
bound in the Means of all Righteoufneſs. 


And as Reaſon ripens and is enlarged, the 


Mind will perceive the Excellency and feel 
the Benefit of thoſe Ordinances ; for when 
the firſt Day of the Week is thus employ'd, 
the Days following will partake of the Im- 
preſſions then made, and retain their ſea- 
ſoning *till theſe Impreſſions are renew'd at 
the next Appearance in the Sanctuary. The 
Abſent loſe all theſe Benefits, and tho? per- 
haps they are enjoying the freſh Air and warm 
Sun in the high Ways and Hedges; they are 
gut of God's Blefling, and in Harm's Way, 
5 „ rw the 
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the Way of Temptation, dangerous, eſpe- 


cially to Youth, who in theſe Eſcapes ge- 


nerally meet with the worſt Company, 

(who have likewiſe loſt their Way) and 
wander together with them, till they are 
entangled with vicious Habits, diſreliſh all 
Duty, and are in the Road to Ruine. And 
here I can't but commend the Diſcipline, 

whereby the Children of Charity, after their 
private Exerciſes, are drawn out (as it were) 


in Battaiia, and march to the Houſe of Gd 
in Companies, to join their ſpiritual Leader, 


to fit under his Inſtruction, fill up the Con- 
ſort of united Prayer, and add to the Har- 
mony of divine Praiſe. So that as I direct 


my. ſelf eſpecially to thoſe who have been 
thus: educated, my Counſel to them can 
be only to perſevere, neither deſerting his 
Service, or upon ſlight Occaſions abſenting 


| fron) it. 

And whatever Portions of Mine remain 
mf. from Buſineſs after the Duties of 
Devotion are ſecured, may be applyed in 
the Second Place to the Purſuit of Know- 
ledge. By Knowledge, I mean that of Re- 


ligion, the Foundation of which being al- 


ready laid, it ought to be built upon. "Tho? 
the Diſciple may ſuppoſe himſelf in the right, 
and have no Suſpicion of his Way, yet a 
Certainty of it he cannot have till he has 
examined it; for if he only ſuppoſes it right, 
for 9 de knows it may be OOPS ids 
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The Servants Calling. 85 
holds indeed the Concluſion, but being i 1g- 
norant of the Premiſſes from which tis | 
drawn, cannot ſee their Dependence on 
each other; and conſequently knows only 
in Part. If, by the good Providence of 
God, he be in the real Poſſeſſion of Truth, 
yet till he ſees the Ground and Strength 
of its Foundation, he wants much of that 
Satisfaction which grows out of a full Sight 
of it; ſo that every one, whether he be i in 

(the right or wrong, if he is under any De- 
gree of Uncertainty, muſt apply all his A- 
bilities and Opportunities to the Search at- 
ter better Information, not giving over till 
he has found it. He that is in Error ma 
this way get out of it, and he that has the 
Truth may this way preſerve it. The Rea- 
fon why Error is often hereditary, deſcend- 
ing from Father to Son, from Maſter to 
Scholar, notwithſtanding the Defects of its 
Title, is the Backwardneſs of Beginners to 
take upon themſelves the Trouble of a fair 

earch. For were they but as inquiſitive * 
and curious in this Matter as they ought 
to be, and might be, Light would break 


in upon them, and increaſe *till they had o- 


vercome the Prejudices of their firſt Im- 
preſſions: And for want of taking the fame 
Pains, many who have ſet out well, and be- 
gun at the right end, have declined from 
it, and been overreached by ſuch as obſerv- 


mg their Weakneſs have, taken Advantage 
| | of 


Bo The Servants Calling. 
of it. Whereas had they but acquainted 


themſelves with the Merits of their own 
Cauſe, and laboured to ſee where its Strength 


lay, they had not been fo eaſily gravePd 
and catch'd by the Subtilty and Sophiſtry of 


Seducers. They had been fortify'd by their 


Inquiries, able to repel any Aſſaults, and by 


ſetting Truth in a good Light, obtain ſome 


Victories; at leaſt ſuch will ſeldom be at- 
rack*d, and, excepting Caſes of Perſecution, 


remain in the quieter Poſſeſſion of the Truth, 


and even under theſe be better able to ride 
dut the Storm. oO 


The only Objection made to this Purſuit 


of Knowledge is a Poſſibility of being en- 
tangled with Things hard to be underſtood, 
which for Want of ſome neceſſary Qualifi- 
_rations in the Inquirer, have been and may: 
be wreſted to a wrong Senſe, and give Oc- 
caſion to new Miſtakes. Which Objection 
Is inſufficient if greater Inconveniencies hap- 
pen the other Way; that 1s, if Error is more 


Fixed for want of Enquiry, than Truth ſuf, 


fers by the Inquiſitive. Truth can bear 


the Light, and gains by it, and he that 


ſearches as he ought, can never ſearch too 
much: If any loſe their Sight in looking af- 
ter it, many more preſerve theirs, and ma- 

ny recover Sight by the ſame Means. But 
Error being engender'd in the Dark, va- 
niſhes if we let in Day: Wherefore the 


Confederates in Error ate always jealous of 


ſuch 


Downs, Saxat ting 
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fuch as enquire, and back ward to ſtand 
Tryal. I refer to the Word of Truth, wheres 
in we are commanded to ſearch the Scrip- 


' tures, to prove all things, to try the Spirits 


whether they be of Cod; and to be able to 


give an Anſwer to every one that asketh a Reaſon 


of our Hope. All which imply and enjoin the 


- Purſuit of that Knowledge which I have be- 


fore recommended as a fit Subject for ſuch 


' as have already learned the Elements of it, 


( 


be buſy afterwards to better Purpoſe, faith- 
fully fill the Poſt allotted him by Provi- 


to employ their ſpare Hours upon. . And 
he that thus ſpends his leiſure Time will 


dence, employ his Talent in the moſt uſe- 
ful Manner, and by directing his Labours 


always to a good End, hallow the very 
Works of his Hands, and make them ſavour 


of Religion. For the moſt indifferent Acts 


may be improved and ſanctified by a right 


Intention; and as we may eat and drink to 


the Glory of God, we may buy and ſell and 
| nk to the ſam? End. And when the 


, 4 


heels of Buſineſs turn upon this Centre, 
they move in their beſt Order, and are bleſs'd 
in all their Motions. 5 | 

And having now collected my Thoughts 


together, and contracted them into as lit- 


tle a Compaſs as I could; to ſuch as have 
been at the Pains of reading them over, I 


have this farther to ſay, viz. I deſire them 


to conſider theſe, or any other of this kind, 
. 5 5 . 
· 
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not as coming from this or that Hand, but 
as prepared for them by God's good Provi- 
dence, and put in their Way by his Direc- 
tion; as Means of Information, and Helps 
to ſtir them up to a quicker Senſe. of what- 
ſoe ver things are true, honeſt, lovely, and of 
goal Report, In which Light if they view 


them, they are not miſtaken, but receive 
more Benefit from them, by deriving ſome- 


Authority to the Inſtrument from a higher 
Hand that may have employ'd it; in reject- 


ing which they may reject one of che e 


125 Jo 


Grace, and being not the better for it, be- 


come much the worſe. For be Aa rag 
0 1 aper bis own nk. 
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